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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

STANDING ORDERS.

Report of Committee.

Mr. MARSHALL brought up the report
of the Standing Orders Committee.

Ordered: That the report be received
and printed, and its consideration made an
Order of the Day for the next sitting of the
House.

QUESTIONS (2).
EDUCATION,

As to Statement by Professor Wood,

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) Does he agree with the contention of
Professor G. L. Wood—as reported in the
Press—that Australian communities gener-
ally are apathetic towards edueation; that
teachers are not given the necessary train-
ing or equipment, and that edueation was
bound to fail and was failing in every Aus-
tralian State?

(2} How does the department interpret
the statement that “large classes and low
standards” (in education presumably) “in
our schools were the natural result of the
policy of mass production which the com-
munity has edopted towards its schools?”

The MINISTER replied:

{1) No. Measures are being taken to in-
crease the training period of teachers.

{2) We do not admit the low standard.
In peace years the size of classes was heing
progressively rednced. Staff difficulties and
building restrictions in wear-time have inter-
rupted this trend.

[ASSEMBLY.}

THIRD PARTY INSURANCE.

As to Policies lssued.
My, GHKAHAM asked the Minister for
Works:

What is the number of policies for third
party insurance taken out with (a) State
Insurance Office, {b) other insurance offices?

The MINISTER replied:

(a) State Insuranae Office, 9,900; (b)
other insurance offices, 45,179. (Some poli-
cies embrace more than one vehicle owned
by the same owner and therefore precise
information as to the acinal number of
policies 15 not available.)

BILL MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
FUND ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—COLLIE RECREATION AND
PAREK LANDS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS [4.35}
in moving the second reading said: The
Collie Reereation and Park Lands Act of
1931 created a hoard for the Collie recreation
and park lands, and under Section 7 certain
lands deseribed in the Schedule were vested
in the board for an estate in fee simple in
trust for park and reereation. It was ar-
renged that, on application in writing by
the board, the Registrar of Titles would
issue a title to the board for the land vested
in it. Subsequently, in 1941, the Aet was
amended by exeising certain lands from a
forestry reserve and taking from the original
land a part for public purposes. Before
the title was issued, the attention of the
Department of Lands was drawn to the
fact that there was an encrozchment of cer-
tain mining leases in that arvea. There was
not the usual deseription in the measure in
connection with tands which might be the
subjeet of mining leases as applying to coal
mining and the depth was not restricted.

Ordinarily, as members are aware, there
is a restriction on the use of land to a pre-
seribed depth. In coal-mining areas such
as Collie, the depth is 40 feet. Prior to
the title heing issued, it was found that this
deseription had not been given, and the
measure, as intreduced in 1931 and amended
in 1941, gave the board the right to a clear
title without that limitation. When this
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was discovered prior to the issue of the
title, the board was communicated with and
the Mines Department was consulted. Un-
less this Bill be passed, difficullies might be
ereated in connection with coal-mining
leases in that area so far as the Mines De-
partment is concerned. This Bill bas heen
introduced to enable a title for the land
vested in the board for the purpose of park
lands and reereation to be limited to a depth
of 40 feet. The Bill is very simple and
containg nothing contentigus. The board
has been notified of the intention to intro-
duce the Bill, and has raised no ohjection.
The measute is necessary to enable the title
to be issued with the preseribed limitation
so that anything done in a mining lease
helow a depth of 40 feet will not be affected.
1 move—
That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Mr. Thorn, debate ad-

Journed.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Third Reading.
THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE [4.39]:
I move;—
That the Bill he now read a third time.

HON. N. KEENAN (XNedlands): I do
not usnally speak on the third reading of a
measure, and in all probability T should
not have spoken on the third reading of
this Bill but for the comments made by
the Minister in his closing speech on the
second reading. He referred to a matter
that had been mentioned by me in refer-
ence to Queensland. My reference to
Queensland was the same as I made to
Western Australia, and based on the same
ground, namely, that when compared, in
corresponding relative years, the Senate
clections showed a very different result
from that of the position in the State Par-
liament. I pointed out that a Senate elec-
tion is held on the manhood franchise, and
that therefore it is only reasonable to as-
sume that when any Government in power,
whether Labour or otherwise, in a State
has a majority in the sense of having a
majority of the electors of the State be-
hind it, one should find that reflected in the
Commonwealth election returns.

The Premier: The issues are quite dif-
ferent.
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Hon. N. KEENAN: It is always a party
vote. The issue was clearly explained by
the Minister for Mines the other evening.
He stands as Mr. Panton, and he gets in.

The Minister for Mines: I did not say
that!

Hon. N. KEENAN: Of course the fact
that the Government is in power is only
prima facie evidence of its having a
majority of the electors behind it; in many
instances it has not. Those are cases which
are found where there are large discrepan-
cies between the electorates, as in Western
Australia and in Queensland. Then, if any
party is fortunate enough or clever enough
to have those small electorates returning
supporters of their party, it will be in
power on the floor of the House, though
not in power with the majority of the elec-
tors behind it. Sinee we are discussing
Queensland, and ouwr Minister for Justice
grovels at the feet of Queensland and wor-
ships it as a place the most righteous in
the world, let me remind him that the Gov-
ernment of Queensland repealed the Act
which allowed preferential voting, and for
only one purpose. There were numerous
parties in Queensland opposing Labour,
and it is more useful not to have prefer-
ential voting when one knows that one
will have all the votes of one’s party given
to one’s eandidates whereas the other votes
will be split ameng the various candidates.
I have had no opportunity to correct the
Queensland figures quoted by the Minister
for Justice.

The Minister for Justice: They were cor-
reet. They do not need eorrecting.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is absurd to take
all these methods as being democratie
methods when they exist by all manner of
contrivances and tricks, and are not fair
and sguare support from the electors. The
first matter I want to comment on is the
absurd idea, still persevered in, of com-
paring our Legislative Counecil with the
House of Lords. There is no comparison
whatever. A member of the House of Lords
represents himself—represents one; that is
the whole number he represents. With all
their faults, the memhers of the Upper
House here represent 80,000 electors. What
is the use of persevering, then, with an ab-
surd eomparison which has no basis in
faet? The only explanation is that the

" Minister could find no other comparison in
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the whole British Empire except this one,
which does not for one moment lie.

I cannot but come to the eonclusion that
the Bill is designed deliberately to provoke
a guarrel with another place. That is oh-
vious, and that conclusion is forced on me
by the faet that one particular elause of
the Bill, if it remains as it is today, as now
printed, will enable this House to abolish
another place without the consent of the
other place, and without—what is far more
important—ihe consent of the electors. It
will be unnecessary for the electors to ex-
press any opinion whatever. In those eir-
cumstances is it possible to put any other
complexior on the Bill than that it is a
deliberate attempt to provoke a quarrel?

Member: Another place provides a good
many quarrels the other way,

Hon. N. KEENAN: I will quote an in-
stance from history. I am reminded of
the great instance in 1870, when Bismarek
wanted to get the then independent king-
doms in (Germany—Bavaria, Saxony and
Wurtemburg—and other independent prin-
eipalities in Germany to join Prussia in an
atfack on France. What did Bismarck do?
(termany had no quarrel with France, and
had no wish to figzht France. Bu{ he was
anxious that Germany should fight France.
He induced the French Ambassador to
write him a letter which he assured the
Ambassador would be effective, making an
absurd demand on the Germans in connee-
tion with the affair of the ‘‘Spanish Sue-
cession” of the French Bourbons to the
throne of Spain as sagainst the German
Bourbons. By means of using that letter
he got the German indcpendent States into
such a fury that they went to war with
France, and thus all the subsequent
troubles of the world were produced. The
(Germans never wanted to go to war, any
more than our Upper House wants to quar-
rel with this Chamber. Now the members
of another place are having something put
before them to mislead them, to provoke
them into a quarrel. That iz the attitude
of the Minister for Justice. He is trying
to provoke the Upper House to quarrel
with this Assembly, whilst neither House
has any desire to quarrel with the other.

The Minister for Justice: Is not that
characteristic of the hon, member himself?

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is a piece of
pure impudence. I look upon this Bill with

[ASSEMBLY.]

contempt; and if it passes that will add to
my contempt.

MR. WATTS (Katanning): In the early
debates on this Bill, except for an amend-
ment which I moved in Cemmiitee, I did
not take the opportunity to say anything
on it; but I cannot let the third reading
pass without making an ohservation or two.
First, I would like to say that T am most
interested in the passage of legislation which
will bring to an end the existing unsatis-
factory methods of resolving deadlocks or
disagreements, whichever word members like
to use, between the two Houses. That is
what this Bill purports to do, but it does
it in a way which to me does not scem to be
reasonable. My point of view in regard to
the removal of deadlocks is that there should
be a joint conference of both Houses, and
if both Houses decided to pass the Bill nat-
urally the Government would accept that
decision if it were a Government measure;
or, alternatively, if the joint meeting de-
cided to reject the measure, the Government
would then be at liberty to accept or reject
that decision as it thought fit in accordance
with its policy, and if necessary it eould
call for an election to determine the views
of the electors.

That brings to my mind a weakness which
seems to exist in this State, and I should
be glad if consideration could be given to
proposals for its betterment. That weakness
is this: There is no means of enforcing a
dissolution of both Houses in order that the
views of their respective electors on a par-
ticular subject may be ascertained. In praec-
tieally all eonstitutions of the British Com-
monwealth of Nations we find some such
provision. It is to be found, for example,
with certain limitations which it is desirable
to impose, in the Australian Constitution in
regard to disagreements hetween the Senate
and the House of Representatives. It is to
he found in other parts of the British Empire
in various forms, but no such proposal is
to be found in the Bill. Had the measure
attempted to bring inio being proposals of
the two kinds that T have mentioned, which,
of course, would have to be in combination,
I should be prepared to accept it as a
reasonable measure. But it does nothing of
the kind; it simply appears to implement
the Minister’s belief, which I presume—
aithough he must be regarded as most illo-
gical—he holds sincerely, that there is some
relationship between the House of Lords and
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the Legislative Council; and beeause there
is some such relationship in the Minister's
opinion he produces a Bill which, by and
large, is on all-fours with the Parliament
Act of England.

The Minister for Justice: You do not want
that Aet.

Mr. WATTS: I have no objection to it m
Great Britain. I have already told the Min-
ister more than onee that what is good for
some other place may be no good for West-
ern Australia, I have dealt with that aspect
on many occasions, The Parliament Act of
England may be, and probably is, excellent
for Great Britain for the very good reason
mentioned by the member for Nedlands, that
each member of the House of Lords speaks
for nobody but himself; and, as he speaks
for nobody but himself, he owes no respon-
sibility to anybody but himself.

The Minister for Justice: Before 1911 he
could hold up legislation that came from the
House of Commons.

Mr. WATTS: Precisely; and, because he
spoke for no one else but himself, he was
not justified in holding up legislation. It was
for that reason that the Parliament Aect of
England was passed. But, as the member for
Nedlands has explained, there are at least
80,000 persons to whomn collectively the
members of the Legislative Council are obli-
gated, namely, the 80,000 eleetors of that
House. I have no hesitation in saying that
if the persons qualified by the present law
to vote for the Legislative Council were all
enrolled, the number to which the Legislative
Council, as a whole, would be responsible
would be much increased. In fact, that has
been borne out by speeches made in another
place and hy faets, when there has been
some determined and co-ordinated attempt in
a given province to put on the roll persons
who are entitled to be on it as against the
persons who are on it on a non-campulsory
enrolment and a non-compulsory franchise.
Therefore, the member for Nedlands is eon-
servative in saying that the Legislative
Couneil speaks for at least 80,000 electors,
whereas the House of Lords speaks for the
500 or 700 members of it, and for no more
persons than those. There is, therefore, a
very great difference between the House of
Lords and our Legislative Assembly, and the
Minister cannot get away from it.

The Mimster for Justice: It is a one-

Parliament House.
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Mr. WATTS : What I wish to see achieved
15 & means to end, in a reasonable manner,
deadlocks and disagreements which can take
place between these two Houses, in the same
manner as elsewhere, in a manner similar to
that set ont in the Commonweaith Constitu-
tion, under which the electors can determine
such matters as are in issue on those ocea-
sions. But there is no such provision in this
Bill which will in any way resolve that posi-
tion. We shall have our conferences and
our disagreements and Bills will be lost. We
shall have the same disagreement the follow.
ing session and the Bill will probably be lost
again; and probably the same disagrecment
the following session, when the Bill will be-
come an Aect, whether this side or the other
House likes it or not. That is not the way to
resolve the question, which s obviously of
some magnitude in the circumstances. It is
only playing with the business. As the mem-
ber for Nedlands said, in effect, it is inviting,
with malice aforethought, the Legislative
Couneil to reject this measure.

I am of the aopinien that the Legislative
Couneil ean, and should, amend this measure
to make it one which will substantially alter
the relationship between the two Houses,
and which will enable the deadlocks and dis-
agreements to be settled in a reasonable
manner in accordance with some of the hest
constitutions of the British Commonwealth
of Nations; which will make it practieable
for us to say that in the end the will of the
clectors—and I mean all the electors—of
Western Australia will be considered after
all other avenues have heen explored of
ending disagreements between the Houses,
short of these econferences which, in my
mind, I very mueh dislike, as I regard them
as unprofitable and unsatisfactory in every
way. That is what I hope the Legislative
Council will do to this measare; but, in
order that I might express my disapproval
of the proposals put forward as against the
ones which I consider io be requisite and
which ought to have been put forward—
and if they were put forward they would
receive the support of those associated with
me on these benches—I am obliged to say
that this Bill, in my view, is most unsatis-
factory.

MR, McDONALD (Wes=t Perth}: This is
a Bill of major importance. Any measure
which affects the Government of 2 country
is of major importance to the people. In
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ihe case of the Commeonwealth Constitution,
{hat eannot be varied except by a vote of
the people. In the case of our own Consti-
tution, that ean be varted, az we know, by
it najority vote of hoth Houses of the State
Varliament. When this Bill was brought
in, my personal opinion was that it should
be approached in a constructive way. There
have been singularly few differences be-
tween the two Houses in this State; and,
when there have been differences, they have
been resclved in & way which has heen to
the credit of both the Legisiative Council
and the Legislative Assembly. They have
been resolved through the medium of con-
ferences, and that has always appeared to
me to bhe an unsatisfactory and undemo-
cratic way of reaching a solution of the
differences between the two Chambers. So
I was quitc prepared to see the second
reading of this Bill go through and was
quite prepared to consent to a measure that
would provide that after a Bill had been
passed a certain number of times in this
Chamber it should, with adequate safe-
guards, hecome law even though not ae-
cepted by the Legislative Council.

But it appears to me that, when we make
such a fundamental alteration of law-—as to
which I quite agree with the member for
Nedlands that the example of Great Britain
is not a proper comparison—when we make
such & fundamental change and seek to
arrange that the will of one Chamber shall
be the law of the land, then we have to
accompany that by proper provision ‘to
ensure that the will of the people is not
being misvepresented. As has been pointed
out, the House of Lords is not an elective
body. Whether we like the franchise for
the Legislative Counecil or not, the Council
is an elective body. It is clected by a see-
tion of the pecople, at all events, and it
stands in & position which is not comparable
with of that House of Lords. The
House of Lords is a body that is almost
unique; it is the product of history and
events and not a body which has been built
in a strueture that has been debated and
represents the expressed agreement eithey
of the people at large or of some constitn-
tional body.

The Minister for Justice: Would you say
that the system of Parliament in FEngland
ig uni-cameral?

Mr. McDONALD: T would say if is bi-
cameral, Any Parlinment that consists of

[ASSEMBLY.]

two Chambers, the approbation of both of
which is normally necessary for the passing
of legislation, would be Di-cameral.

The Minister for Justiee: But you say
{hat the Honse of Lords does not represent
the people.

Mr. MeDONALD: I say that the House
of Lords is not an effective body. Even on
a restricted franchise the Legislative Couneil
is an eleetive body, each member of which
ig chosen by a section of the people at a
periodieal election—by a section of ihe
people who, whatever might be suggested,
are respectable people.

The Minister for Justice: We are not dis-
puting that.

Mpe. MeDONALD: One would almost
think that houscholders or people who have
£30 worth of land are somehow usurping
something they ave not entitled to. Whether
we agree with the franchise or not, the elee-
tors of the Legislative Couneil are eredit-
able citizens of the State.

The Minister for Works: They are not
mote respectable than the balance of the
people who do not get a vote.

Mr. MeDONALD: I am not drawing
comparisons with regard to respectahility.
T am only saying that if we have an elec-
tive body like the Legislative Couneil,
whieh is elected by creditable citizens, we
must regard that Chamber as something
different from the House of Lords, which
is elected by nobody. I make that obser-
vation heeause here we arve asked to pass
a Bill which, as has been pointed out,
would enable this Chamber, hy three sue-
cessive measures, to aholish  the second
clective Chamber of this Parliament. The
amendment proposed bv the Leader of the
Opposition to eliminate that power was
rejected in this House. I have said on pre-
vious occasions that I am quite prepared,
suhject to safezuards relating to eonstitu-
tional alterations nnder this measure, to
see the will of this Cliambher supreme in
the ease of a difference, with this reser-
vation onlv: That, before the third Bill is
sent np, the people should have an oppor-
tunity of being consulted through a general
cleetion of the Tegislalive Assembly,

Thai is a verv reasonable reservation in
favour of zome rights of the people at
large, some opportunity for them to ex-
press themselves: but that has not been
aceepted. If it had heen, T would support
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this Bill as & measure which I think would
be reasonably satisfactory to meet the mat-
ter of differences hetween the two Houses.
We are not looking at this Government in
partienlar. This Bill is impersonal; it
may be the law for many years; it may
apply with different Governments in power
and, in the case of any Government, it is
very likely to apply to a measnre the
merits of which ecould reasonably be re-
garded ss debatable and regarding which
there may be acute differences among the
people themselves—the electors of the
State. Both the safeguards that I consider
to be fundamental in a Bill of this kind
have been rvejeeted: The first, that it
shonld not be used to bring about further
consiitutional aiterations; and the second,
that the power shonld not operate until the
people have had a chance to decide the is-
sne through a general election of the As-
sembly. Had those safeguards been in-
cluded 1 would have bheen satisfied to vote
for the Bill.-

Mr. J. Hegnev: In every ecase of a dif-
ference between the two Houses the mat-
ter would have to be put before the people?

Mr. McDONALD: No. I say that before
this particular power is exercised, an op-
portunity should be given to the people ta
have their say through the medium of &
general election of the Assembly. As they
arc to he exeluded—or could he exeluded—
under this Biil, I do not agree with it and
am not prepared to support a measure that
fails to take into account two fundamental
guarantees that I think we should afford
the people at large.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. .. .. 2
Noes .. .. . .. 15
Majority for - Lo 11
AYES.

Mr. Collier Mr. Needham

Mr. Coverley Mr. Nuleen

Mr. Cross Mr, Panton

Mr, Fox Mr, Rodoreda

Mr. Grabam Mr. Smith

Mr. Howke Mr. Styants

Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Telfer

Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Hoar Mr. Triat

Mr. Holman Mr. Willcock

Mr, Johnson AMr. Wise

Mr. Marshall Mr., Withers

Mr. Millington .| Mr. Wilson

EFTY (Teller.)
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NaEgs.

Mre. Cardell-Oliver Mr, Owen

Mr. Doney Mr. Perkins

Mr, Hill Mr. Seward

Mr, Keenan Mr. Shearn

Mr. Leslle Mr. Watts

Mr. McDaonald Mr, Willmott

Mr. Mclarty Mr, Thorn

Mr. Notth (Teller.)
PARS.

AYES. NokEs,

Mr. Leshy Mr, Mann

Mr. Raphael Mr. Stubbs

Mr, Newton Mr. Abbott

My, SPEAKER: 1 declare the question
carried with the coneurrence of an absolute
majority of the whole number of members of
the House, . ’

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

EILL--LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTEH-
WEST [3.12] in moving the second read-
ing said: This is a very short Bill.

Mr. Watts: With a long history.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTLI-
WEST: It is somewhat different from the
usual annual amending Bill. This consists
of one prineiple only, namely, the abolilion
of Nection 21, whieh entails the annual in-
troduction of a measure to continue the
Lotteries (Control) Aet. Members will Te-
call that the Lotteries (Control) Bill was
originally introduced beeause there was wo
much controversy over the lotterios run by
daily and weekly newspapers. It was econ-
sidered necessary to introduce legislation to
control the lotteries run in this State, Therc
was al that time some agitation against the
introduction of such legislation, by a cer-
tain scetion of the people who usually ob-
jeet to gambling of any description. But
this Parliament thought fit, in face of that
controversy, to pass a Bill to control
lotteries, and T think that our Lotieries Com-
mission has been well justified. The striet
Governntent supervision and eontrol by the
State audit staff have given the public a
great deal of confidence in the lotteries con-
ducted by the Lotteries Commission as com-
pared with those that were run by private
eoncerns, The charitable institutions of this
State have henefited considerably as a resuli
of that legislation passed in 1932, We must
all agree that those charitable institutions
would have suffered financially had it not.
been for the introduetion of that measure.
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Ample justification can be given for the con-
tinuance of this legislation.

It will also be agreed that, by the intro-
duction of the Lotteries (Control) Bill, much
of the money thai was at that time leaving
Western Ausiralia for other States—for
Tattersall's tickets—was retained in this
State. It is on record that our charitable
organisations have, during the last 11 years,
been assisted to the extent of £943,638 and,
in addition, & good deal of money has left
this State in connection with the lottery that
I have referred to. From that peint of view
it can be argued that our State lottery
should be continued. During the past 11
years there has been little or no eriticism of
the conduct of the Western Australian Lot-
teries Commission. It has paid big dividends
that have been of great benefit to the vari-
ous charitable institutions. As a resulf of
the past policy of reviewing this legislation
annually, charitable institutions have been
deprived of over £30,000, which is the esti-
mated cost, to date, of the Commission’s in-
ability to enter into long-term contracts in
respeet of premises,” printing, ete. This is
the only State lottery in Australia that has
not stability and that has to depend for its
future on the annual passing of a contina-
ance measure by this Parliament. Those are
the reasons why, on this oceasion, instead of
introducing the ordinary annual Bill, we
propose to give the Lotteries Commission
stability.

Mr. Doney: Are they the only two rea-
sons you are giving?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: They are two sound reasons. One
could give further reasons. There is the cost
cach year of bringing forward a Bill. Such
Bills are not introduced and passed through
Parliament without the expenditure of a
considerable sum. That is a further reason,
if the membher for Williams-Narrogin thinks
that two reasons are not sufficient. I might
alse add that there is a growing interest and
appreciation of this lottery in Westera Aus-
tralia. That fact, of course, can he proved
by the increased number of tickets that are
bought on each oceasion. The Lotteries Com-
mission has altered its system to some ex-
tent. It is not very long—I think about last
QOctober—sinee the system was altered from
running lotteries twice a week to onece a
week, with a first prize of £2,000. The rea-
son for that is because the country people
were not being given the same oppor-
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tunities as those in the metropolitan area.
Too much time was necessary for the
tickets, butts, cash, ete., to be sent back to
the Commission’s office to run a twice-
weekly draw. Incidentally, the number of
tickets was increased from 50,000 to 75,000
when the lotteries were reduced from two
a week to one a week. By so doing, the
same Tesult was achieved.

During the 12 months under review, the
Lotteries Commission has conduected 46
consultations. Of that number, twelve con-
sisted of 50,000 subscribers and were
drawn twiece weekly. Each of the other
34 lotteries consisted of 75,000 tickets. The
subscriptions totalled £393,704 and the
prizes paid out amounted to £208,640, or
53 per cent. of the total amount subseribed.
The expenses, which included agents’ eom-
mission, amounted to £55843 6s. 7d., or
142 per cent. The profit for the year
amounted to £129,221 3s. 5d. This sum, to-
gether with the balanece brought forward
from last year of £31,728 16s. 4d., and
bank interest, unclaimed prizes, and unex-
pended grants representing a further
£3,972 17s. 7d., hrought the total amount
available for distribution to £164,922 17s.
4d. Of this sum donations absorbed
£104,009 17s. and commitments, ineluding
the reserve fund, totalled £53,002 19s, 4d,,
leaving an undistributed balance of £7,910
I1s. The average proportion of subserip-
tions absorbed in expenses, exzcloding
agents’ commission, was further reduced
to 4.5 per cent, compared with 4.7 per
eent. which was the average for the pre-
vious year. That is an indieation that the
Lotteries Commissioners are paying atten-
tion to all angles of the business they con-
trol.

Dealing now with hospitals, members will
be interested to know that during the year
£33,000 was set aside to meet interest and
sinking fund charges on moneys advanced
by the Government to finance the new Perth
Hospital. Payments to the Perth Hospital
trust account, plus interest to date, now
total £192,183. Of this sum, interest and
sinking fund paymenis have absorbed
£57,190 0s, 24d., and an amount of £100,000
has heen applied in reduction of the capi-
tal cost, leaving a credit balance in the fund
of £37,992 19s. 10d. Shkortage of labour
and materials and rising building costs,
which are at present 33 per cent. above
pre-war levels, have necessitated a post-
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ponement until after the war of other than
urgent hospital extension ' pregrammes.
Consequently, the amount of £6,091 6s. 6d.
made available to other hospitals during
the year was censiderably below the sum
normally provided for this purpese. In
order, however, that adequate finance
should be available for the purpose of
enabling these extensions to be undertaken
in the immediate post-war period, a reserve
fund has been created to which the sum
of £26,000 was appropriated during the
vear. Payments to orphanages totalled
£9,790 8s. 7d., which included the mainten-
ance subsidy at the rate of 3s. per week
per child, amounting to £6,690 8s. 7d.

For some time past the Lotteries Com-
mission has been giving consideration to
ways and means of securing improved ac-
commodation for the aged women of the
State whose present home lacks many of
the modern facilities necessary for their
comfort and convenience. Proposals are
now under consideration for the ultimate
establishment of up-to-date homes for both
men and women and the provision of a
number of small cottages for aged couples
requiring institutional eare. An area of
land comprising some 63 acres adjoining
the Canning River has been made available
by the Government and the construction of
the women’s section and five eottages esti-
mated to cost £110,000, will be commeneed
as soon as labour and materials are avail-
able. The Commission has undertaken to
finance this project and already an amonnt
of £37,000 has been set aside for the pur-
pose. It is desired to emphasise that the
provision of funds towards financing the
several major undertakings already re-
ferred to has in no way limited grants to
other echaritable institutions, applications
for assislance from which have received the
same sympathetic consideration as in the
past. For the bhenefit of members I will
detail the snbstantial grants made during
the vear to various charitable institutions—

£
Schoo! for the Blind .. 3,000
Hospital Sorial Service . 2,300
Returned Soldiers’ League .. 2,000
Kindergarten Union .. 1,561
St. John Ambulance Association 1,500
Christmas Cheer Fund 1,351
Infant Health Association .o 1,077
Silver Chain Nursing Association .. 1,000

The particulars I have mentioned to the
House must clearly indicate to members
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that the Lotteries Commission has carried
out wonderful work on behalf -of the charit-
able institutions and the hospitals of the
State. It has prevented large sums of
money from being sent outside the State
for investment in lotteries elsewhere, and
I think the justification for the Bill eould
rest upon that argument alone. The assist-
ance that has been rendered to charitable
institutions must justify the continuance
of the Aet, which has been in operation for
11 years, during which there has been little
or no critieism of the conduet of the lot-
teries.

Mry. Seward: That may be due to the per-
sonnel of the Commissioners.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: In course of time should the per-
sonnel of the Commission be regarded as
unsatisfactory, the Government of the day
would very soon alter that. The personnel
of the Commission will always be controlled
by the Minister in charge of that phase, ir-
respective of who he may be. There are
many other arguments that could pessibly
be advanced in favour of the continnance
of the Act, and I know of no objection that
could be reasonably advanced in opposi-
tion to it. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Hill, debate ad-

journed.

BILL—BUSSELTON CEMETERY.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 7th November.

MR. WILLMOTT (Sussex) [5.38]: 1
have examined the Bill and shall support
the second reading. Although I have re-
ceived no word from the Busselton Muni-
eipal Council regarding the matter, the
Minister stated that the proposal met with
the approval of the loecal residents, and I
am prepared to accept thal assurance. 1
would like the Minister to explain one
statement that he made when he ssserted
that the first cemetery site was declared
in 1921 and that the area was situated
about a mile from the township of Bussel-
ton. That may be ecorrect, because I re-
member that many vears ago a cemetery
site was declared, after the eemetery re-
ferred to in the Bill had been filled, and
that was situated about one mile to the
west of Busselton.  Thai site, however,
was never used. I think the statements
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made by the Minister are probably correet
although the area was appavenily never
used.

The Minister for Lands: It was for a
reserve to be used if necessary.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I know it has never
been used. but I think it was in the West
Busselten district. 1 have had no word
from the Busselion Municipal Council on
this matter, This cemetery was filled many
years ago. It is right in the township, as
explained by the Minister, hdtwieen the
Esplanade and the reserve, I feel sure
that the eouncil and people of Busselton
will approve of the measure. The Minister
said that if people desired to arvrange for
the re-burial of their friends or relatives
such applications would be granted. If
many people took advantage of that privil-
ege I amn afraid that the present cemetery
site would soon he filled up. The area is
not a large one. Whether arrangements
have been made Lo extend this cemetery
site T do not know. There are private
lands right round the present cemetery,
four miles out from Busselton. The Minis-
ter might perhaps explain the sitvation
when he replies to the debate.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a seeond time,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
dehate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 7th November.

MR. WATTS8 (Katanning) [5.33]: It is
my intention to support the seeond reading
of the Bill, although I do not regard it as
heing entirely satisfactory in the cireum-
stances of the ease. The Premier, in the
course of his introductory specch, mentioned
that there had been an undertaking given
in the House when the compulsory third
party insurance measure was put through,
to the effect that only one policy would be
required. It was subsequently found neces-
sary, however, to have two policies notwith-
standing that an amendment had been intro-
duced into the measure at the time of the
discussion aiming at avoiding that necessity
arising, That would have effectively pre-
vented the issuance of two policies, and
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necessarily therefore effectively prevented
the obligation to pay two stamp dutiex.
If you look at the question only from the
point of view of the payment of the extra
2s. Gd., and you expect, in respect of the
two policies which you now have to take
out, that one will earry a flat rate of
2s. B6d. on the third party insuranee policy,
which is compulsory, I suppose the measure
can be regarded as satisfactory., It seems to
me that a premium such as is charged on
the third party insurance policy under the
compulsory provisions of the Traffic Aect
does not warrant the imposition of a charge
of 2s. 6d. of every such policy by way of
stamp duty.

It is well known that the premiams range
from as low as 15s. to 30s. in the great
majority of cases. If we take £1 as the
average, which is a reasonable and fair
average to take, a stamp duty of 2s. Gd. on
each of these would be egnivalent to 1214 per
cent. on the average basis, and in some in-
stances a higher percentage than that. It
gtrikes me as being an excessive charge on
the compulsory type of policy with a pre-
mium rate as low as that. I therefore think
there should be a provision in the Stamp
Act providing for a special stamp duty at
a mare reasonable rate on these special com-
pulsory "third party insurance policies.
When one looks at the premiums charged in
respeet to comprehensive policies one is
struck by the fact that they are very con-
siderably higher. 1 do not think anyone
possessing a car, which is valued at as low
as £100, would succeed in getting away with
a premium, notwithstanding that he might
have a no-claim rebate, of less than £4 a
vear, The stamp duty on that is by no means
equivalent on the percentage basis to the
premium charged particularly in the ease of
privately-owned vehicles in respect of a third
party compulsory insurance. I have no de-
sire to restriet the revenue that is eolleeted
from stamp duties. In many respects it is
a reasonable and fair way of collecting
revenue. It is to a eertain extent the im-
position of a_fee, in some cases at any rate,
for services which are distinetly rendered by
the State, and therefore it has some substan-
tial justification, quite apart from revenue
producing purposges, as taxation.

I have sufficient realisation of that fact
not to wish to tinker with the Stamp Duties
Aet in any general way. At the same time,
it is always customary, and I think proper



too, to impose a tax that has some reasonable
relationship to the value of the matter with
which we are dealing. That will not be
so if we levy a tax of 2s. 6d. at a flat rate
on all types of third party compulsory in-
surance policies. On Lhe contrary, it will
increase the premium by a pereentage
which, in my view, is excessive. The Bill
proposes to rebate to the holder of a com-
prebensive policy, who is also the holder
of a duly stamped current third party com-
pulsory insurance policy, a sum of 2s. 6d.
on the stamp duty peid on the comprehen-
sive policy. The amounts to be paid on
comprehensive policies are by no means
easy to work out. If one refers to the
heading ‘‘Policy of insurance’’ in the list
of stamp dutices set out in the Aect, one will
find that it is considerably involved. It
includes any poliey of insurance against
loss of or damage to property by fire,
marine insuranee, aecident insurance, em-
ployers’ liability and any poliev not other-
wise specified.

The svstem which has grown up as a
consequence of that type of enaetment has
been to make the stamp doty on some
comprehensive policies as high as 9s., be-
cause there is a personal aecident provision
in many of them that is chargeable at the
rate of 3d. per cent. Thus, if the cover is
£1,000, there is an impost by stamp duty
of 2s. 6d. If the vehicle is worth £200 and
is insured for that amount. there is a fur-
ther stamp duty of 1s. in respect of that
branch of insurance. As the comprehen-
stve poliey covers also burglary, there is a
further 3d. per cent. on the value of the
vehicle, the poliey for which is charged
np again with stamp duty. There is then
a flat vate of 2s. 6d., and if, a5 in some in-
stances, the insured person seeks additional
cover in the personal accident hranch or in
some other way, he has to pay another
3d. per cent. which, as I have pointed out,
in some instances has brought the stamp
duty on a comprehensive poliey to as high
as 9. On an average for a £130 car, the
stamp duty is 5s. 3d. to Gs. 6d.

There is not, I think, very sonnd ground
why there should be that type of item in
the schednle to the Stamp Act. There
would he far more justification for the
striking of a rate in respect to comprehen-
sive policies based on the amount of the
premium paid and hearing some reason-
able percentage relationship to the pre-
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minm that has been paid. But there is no
such provision in the Stamp Aet. The Bill,
although so far as it goes it is desirable,
could with advantage have gone a great
deal further. Tt could, with advantage,
have adjusted these stamp duties under a
separate heading in the schedule to the
Stamp Aect, and could have hrought abont
some reasonable relationship between the
prewiums paid and the stamp duties that
have to he paid for a policy exchanged for
the premium. Beeanse this has not heen
done, I express my lack of complete satis-
faction with the Bill. §till, as it goes some
of the way towards remedying the position
arising out of what was apparentiy an un-
fortunate mistake, I am able to support
the Bill and therefore will vote for the
second reading,

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison): I have
no quarrel with the measure, but I want to
know from the Premier whether the other
aspeet that was thoroughly discussed when
the Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance}
Bill wag being deait with is going to receive
any consideration,

The Premier: Tt is reeciving consideration
now.

Mr. MARSHALY.: I want something
more than the perpetual consideration heing
given to these things. When the Premier
was moving the second reading of the Bill
I said that dual policies are to continue in
existence and there is to he no effort to get
the State Government Insuvance Office to
issne one comprehensive poliey, including
third party insurance, and thus finish with
it. Every motorcar owner is now obliged to
take out dual policies—that is, if he wishes
to protect himself and his property—and,
under the third party law, he is compelled
to take out & third party risk policy.

When the motor vehicle (third party in-
surance) legislation first hecame law, we
were given an assurance by the Minister who
piloted the Bil] through the House that there
would he no duplication of policy. After
the measure became law, we were told by
the insurance companies and by the State In-
surance Office thet the third party risk was
to be included in a comprehensive policy.
Some months later, however, when ecertain
people proceeded to renew their insurance
under their comprehensive policies, they
found, to their amazement, that the third
party risk was not included. When I dis-
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covered that this was so, I rang up the State
Tnsuranee QOffice and was informed that the
date of the proclamation of the Act—that
is, the Aect requiring insurance against the
third party risk—was so close to the end of
the financial year that it had not been pos-
sible for the department to make the neces-
sary preparations to inelude the third party
risk in the eomprchensive policy. However,
T was given an assurance that by the end
of this year, when the office bad had 12
months’ experienee, the third party risk
would he ineluded in the comprehensive
policy. Now I find that effect is not heing
given to this assurance. That is not fair.

The life of the individual in this commun-
ity is hecoming almost infolerable. Regula-
tions are heing issued almost daily requiring
people to fill in Forn A and Form B and
insure against this, that and something else
until the individual is heing persecated.
Surely we bave officers in the State Insur-
ance Oflice who ave capahle of overcoming
this difficulty! T cannot understand why the
private companies do not make an effort to
inelude thivd party insuranee in a eomprehen-
sive poliey. Ttake very strong exception to the
State Office giving an assurance that that
would be dene and failing to observe the as-
surance, 1 myself received an assurance over
the telephone that it wounld be done. Why
should people he put to the inconvenienee of
going to one office to take ount thivd party in-
surance and then, in all probability, having
to zo to another office to get a comprehensive
policy covering the balance of the risk?
The effect will be that when the State Office
may have some profitable husiness in pros-
pect, it will he deprived of that husiness
heeanse car-owners will not be put to the
trouble of dealing with two insurance com-
panies.

The Minister for Waorks: The State Office
mizht be able to cvolve a eomprehensive
policy before the next year commences.

Mr. MARSHALL: T want the State
Oftice to fulfil its promise, and according
to this measure there is no sueh assurance
by the Treasurer. He preposes to exempt
one poliecy from stamp duty because the
stamp duty will be paid on the other policy.
If the Treasurer exempts a comprehensive
poliey from stamp duty, I shall take no
exception; I would be pleased to see other
cxemptions made; but if the Siate Office
can solve the problem and put the third
party risk into a eompreheosive peliey,
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there will be no stamp duty payable at all.
I consider it unfair to force an extra ebarge
on people, and I trust the Minister con-
tralling the State Insurance Office will he
first in with a comprehensive policy cover-
ing the third party risk. I am not person-
ally concerned in this matter as I am not a
car-owner. From the Bill as it stands I
draw the inference that dual policies will be
forced on the people next year. 1 take the
opportunity of protesting here against that,
while the opportunity presents itself to me.

THE PREMIER (in reply): As regards
stamp duty, I agree with the Leader of the
Opposition that the matter is not deserving
of a great deal of consideration In connec-
tion with this Bill. The issue of a policy
occuptes half an hour, and that period
should be paid for at time rates. While
12%% per cent. for an assuranee policy seems
very heavy as a premium rate, that is not
the way to look at the matter. The total
premium may amount to no more than 15s.
or 16s. in some instances, but the serviee
1o be rendered by the State Insurance Office,
whether for an 1lls. poliey or a £1 poliey,
occupies almost (he same time. That fact is
bound np with the statement of the member
for Murchison regarding not only the possi-
hility but the prohability that one insur-
ance policy could be drafted so that people
would not suffer the inconvenience of hav-
ing to take out two policies. I readily ad-
mit that such an assurance was given; hut
at the same time it was believed that the
promise would be lived up to. The member
for Mt. Hawthorn was of the opinion that
it could be done, and said that if given the
opportunity he could evelve something which
would be a practieal =alution of the problem.
However, the present Minister for Works
states that the matter is being actively in-
vestigated;, and that it is hoped there will
be a solution of the difficulty.

Uunfortunately, the manager of the State
Insuranee Office is suffering from a rather
severe illness, and consequently cannot give
attention to this particular business. I can
at least assure the House that so far as the
Government is eoneerned, we do not rest
content with sayving, It is very unfortun-
ate and regrettable, but we cannot carry out
our promise, and nothing more ¢an he done
at present.” I am hoping that we shatl be
able to do eversthing on hehalf of the State
Insurance Office—I do not zay that we can
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foree other insurance companies to do the
same—so0 that a comprehensive policy cover-
ing the present policies may be prepared.
But this Bill is only for the purpose of
rectifying what we consider to be a mani-
fest injustice, the payment of double stamp
duty. There will be a rebate of half-a-
crown to provent the payment of stamp
duty twice over. The House agrees that
the promise eannot be carried out in the
terms in which it was given. There is no
objeetion, however, to the principle of the
present Bill; and so there is nothing more
for me to add by way of reply.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Second Schedule:

Mr. WATTS: I have an amendment which
I regret I was not able to place on the
notice paper, but I have a copy which I
am pleased now to submit to the Chairman
and to the Premier. The minimum stamp
duty at present payable on a policy in
respect of third-party motor vehicle insur-
ance is 2s. 6d. That is a flat rate which
applies to any motor vehicle, no matter what
its value. When speaking to the second read-
ing, I suggested that some differentiation
might be made. T have here a schedule of
the premiums as on the 12th May, 1944, for
private coars, business or professional cars
and goods vehicles. The premium for the
private ear usually gparaged in the metropoli-
tan area, District “A,” that is, within a
radius of 30 miles of the G.P.0., Perth, is
£1 0s. and for Distriect “B” (country)
12s. 6d. For the business or professional
cars the premiums are respectively £1 15s.
and 17s. 6d.; and the same rates respectively
apply to goods vehicles. There are rates
for other motor vehicles, but those I have
mentioned comprise 80 per cent. or 90 per
cent. of the motor vehicles in the respective
distriets.  Membhers will observe that the
premiums in the great majority of cases
are less than 30s. My view is that there
should be a stamp duty of 1s. 3d. where the
annual premium does not execeed £1 10s.;
but where the annual preminm exceeds that
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amount, the stamp duty should be 2s. 6d.
1 move an amendment—

That in line 2 after the word ‘‘in-
surance’’ the following words and figures
be inserted:— .

‘“(a) by adding the following para-
graph after paragraph (f) of the said
item to stand as paragraph (g):—

{g) Policy of insvrance issued under

and in complianee with the Motor

Vcehicle (Third Party Insurance}

Act, 1043—

(i) Where the annual premium
does not exceed €1 103,
1s. 3d.;

(i) Where the annual premium
exceeds £1 10s., 2s 6d.;

and (b).*’

Point of Order.

The Premier: I am not sare whether the
amendment is in order, and I would like
your raling, Mr. Chairman. The Bill does
not deal with reduetion of stamp duty, but
with the question of making rebates under
certain eircumstances, Therefore the ques-
tion of stamp duty does not arise.

The Chairman: I respectfully suggest that
there is something in the Premier’s conten-
tion. From the brief review I have been
able to give to the Bill and the amendment,
it appears that the Bill proposes to deal only
with the question of the exemption of cer-
tain insurance policies from payment of
stamp duty. The amendment goes much fur-
ther. I gather from its wording that it will
affect policies outside the Title or seope of
the Bill. It is not permissible to introduce
any matter outside the order of leave. As
I consider the proposed amendment is ont-
side the order of leave, I am under an obli-
gation to rule it out. ¥ do so accordingly.

Committeg Resumed.

Amendment ruled out.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 3, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1944-45,
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 7th November
on the Treasurer’s Finaneial Statement
and on the Annuval Estimates: Mr. Mar-
shall in the Chair.

Vote—Legislative Council, £2.265:
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" MPB. GRAHAM (East Perth) [6.7]: At
the outset, I want to pay tribute to one
who was laid in his last resting place yes-
terday. 1 refer to the Jate Mr. Cerald
Foley who, to my mind, will be a distinet
loss to the community of Western Austra-
lia. More than anybody I have met, Mr.
Foley earned for himself the title of ‘‘a
dinkum Aussie.” He took a particular in-
terest in the history of Western Australia
—its literature and its cultural and general
development—and his loss will be felt
not merely by the Labour movement of
Western Australia but hy the whole of the
gsocial and civie life of this State. As a
comparatively new member of this Cham-
her, notwithstanding that I have had pre-
vions experience of the presentation of a
Budget to this House, I find it rather be-
wildering to have approximately 115 pages
of a publieation of this kind put before
me. In these Estimates, the ramifications
of the whole of the State’s efforts, from a
departmental angle are put before us for re-
view, and it is impossible and undesirable to
attempt to analyse in detail the figures sub-
mitted.

I propose to draw the attention of the
Government to certain matters that I be-
lieve need consideration. It might be sub-
mitted that because we are at war and, as
a result, many of our normal activities
have been suspended, it is rather prema-
ture to give any detailed eonsideration io
alterations of our institutions and of eus-
toms that have been in vogue for any con-
siderable time. On the contrary, I believe
that as certain of those aetivities are, in
a great measure, rigidly fixed at present,
we can—withont a great deal of heat—
escape the log-rolling and other efforts
that are on eceasion made in an endeavour
te influence members so far as arriving at
a logieal and definite conclusion is con-
cerned. The lirst matter fo which T desire
to refer may perhaps be appropriately eon-
sidered in view of the present state of the

weather. I refer to the Licensing Act and
the position of hotels particularly. I am
not going to make any positive affirm-

ations, but I advocate that a full and im-
partial inquirr should be made into the
whole fuestion.

make some suggestions to
which 1 think full and proper attention
should he given. In the first plaee, T sug-
west that the trading hours of licensed

I propose to
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premises could well be investigated. Pre-
viously the oflieial hours were from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m., at present they are from 10 a.m.
to 6 pm. I wonder whether there s a
necessity for a closing hour at all. It may
open np an avenue for thought to state
that in the matter of the sale of lemonade,
tea and coffee, ete., there are unrestricted
hours and no real purpose is being served
by enforeing a rigid closing time for
hotels. However, on account of the fact
that hotels now elose at 6 o’clock, for the
first time for many years those called upon
to dispense the particular tvpe of refresh-
ment served in hatels—I refer to barmaids
and barmen—are able to live more or less
in the same way as other working people.
They are able to go home for their evening
meal and it is possible for them, later in
the evening, to attend entertainments and
meetings and follow cultural pursuits and
s0 on. .

Previously, when the closing hour was
9 p.m., that was not possible. Conse-
quently, [ visnalise that there will be eon-
siderable well-merited opposition  from
those partienlar workers if it is sought
again to extend the closing hour beyond
6 pm. That is an angle to which some
consideration should be given. So far as
the present trading hours are concerned,
from the point of view of the ordinary
working man, they are anvthing but satis-
factory. They seem fo be designed to eater
particniarly for the lounge lizards and per-
sons of that ilk. Those who work until
five o’clock are obliged, after having toiled
through the heat and burden of the day, to
engage in an unseemly rush, milling around
the bars like so many pigs beecause it is
unavoidable. Those who leave work at 6
o’clock, on the other hand, have to do with-
out that form of refreshment altogether.
The matter of deciding on reasonable hours
would indeed be diffienlt.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRAHAM: T think it will be gener-
ally conceded that, where there are closing
hours for the consumption of liquor, the
ereatest amount of damage oceurs immedi-
ately prior to closine. If eomparatively un-
limited hours weve allowed for hotel trading
that last minute rnsh would be avoided. I
want it to hr distinetly understood that I
am merely making observations with regard
ta & number of points that, to my mind, are
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worthy of serious consideration and investi-
gation. I think I have said sufficient with
regard to this partienlar peint to demon-
strate that, on the one hand there are certain
problems ercated on account of the limita-
tion of hours and the unsatisfactory nature
of the present closing time, and that on the
other hand there would be very strenuous
opposition by the barmaids and barmen if
the hours were sought to be extended. If
hotels are considered as rendering a public
service then possibly the rights of the com-
munity can be made paramount in arriving
at g determination.

One maiter in regard to this guestion has
always been beyond my comprehension,
namely, why it should be necessary for a
building costing from £5,000 to £20,000 and
more to bhe constructed in order that aleco-
holie liguors might he dispensed, I cannot
see the direct association hetween liguid re-
freshment, and aceommodation in the way of
bedrooms. It would be regarded as ridieu-
lous to suggest that before lemonnde or
ginger beer could be served to the public a
dozen bedrooms, so many bathrooms and a
dining room, etc., should be part of the gen-
eral accommodation of the establishment, It
is cxactly the same with regard to fermented
and spirituons liquors. I cannot seec why
these enormous structures should have to be
erected in order to render that serviee to
the community.

Mr. MecLarty: They are residential pre-
mizes as well.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes. It has been sug-
gested that it is necessary to have something
in the nature of an cquation with respect to
the two establishments, namely, that the
profits of the bar tend to keep the residential
costs within a reasonable figure. If thal is
s0, then the present charges for accommoda-
tion at hotels are entirely uneconomic. If
such is the case I cannot see why additional
charges should be made in the bar in order
to sustain that particular aspect of the ven-
ture. Because this enormons outlay is neces-
sary to construet hotels, something approach-
ing a seandal has developed or is likely to
ocenr. Licenses are restricted because great
sums of money are necessary in order to
erect premises. Members are aware that a
block of land of an economic value of ap-
proximately a hundred pounds \mmediately
assumes a fetitious and inflated value if a
license is secured in respect to it. That
demonstrates that a monopoly is created for
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a fortunate individual or group of indi-
viduals so that they are to some extent al-
lowed to proceed with their undertaking
without any serious challenge. I feel that
more thonght or eonsideration should be
given to the fact of breweries being able to
assume the control, and indeed effect the
purchase, of hotels. There is the very natural
complement, namely, that many hotels be-
come what are known as “closed” houses
where one brand of liquor only is served.

Mr. Thorn: You mean, “tied” houses.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is another term,
Yes. I do not know that that is correct or
proper. It is an aspeet to which some con-
sideration and attention might be given.
Then again it is suggested that because the
portion of the premises in which liquors are
served is closed off with a partition in front
of the door a type of conduet oeccurs there
which would not oceur if the inferiors of the
bars were more open to the public gaze.
Therefore, some attention counld be given to
the question of whether hotel bars ecould
more elosely approximate milk bars and
other places which dispense soft drinks in
the city and the metropolitan area generally.
Furthermore, there is a school of thought
which holds that, owing to the fact that men
have to stand to drink their beer and have
nothing else to do except drink and eonverse,
a greater guantity of liquor is comsumed
than would be the case if there were &
general tendency to provide seating aceom-
modation and tables for them. Beer gardens
are extremely popular in Europe, and would
be in a climate such as ours. Whilst there
was some development in that direetion prior
to the ontbreak of the war something eould,
perhaps, be done by law. It might be made
ecompulsory for hotels to provide spacious
lawns and shaded gardens for the conveni-
ence of patrons so that they could converse
with one another in perfect comfort, instead
of in the steamy and crowded conditions
usually ohtaining in om hotels.

Mr. North: There was one at Claremont
before the war.

Mr. GRAHAM : That is so, and there were
several others as well. There is nothing
really sacrosanct about the age of 21 years
and attention could be given to the question
of aseertaining whether or not that age is
suitahle for adoption in connection with our
licensing laws. It might be desirable to in-
crease the age limit fo 25 or to reduce it fo
18 years; I do not express an opinion either
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way. ‘There is certainly nothing arbitrary
about the present age limit. I think, too,
with regard to the age phase of the liguor
business, greater use might be made of the
identity cards that everyone has in his or
her possession, which could be used for the
purpose of checking up, quite irrespective
of the sge factor, on whether or not the
patrons of hotels and other licensed premises
comply with the age standard laid dewn.
The whole question of our licensing laws
and licensed premises generally has been
the subject of considerable eriticism, a great
deal of which bhas been adverse, and many
suggestions have been made with the object
of effecting improvements. Perhaps the pre-
sent, when matters in connection with
licensed premises may be regarded as statie,
may be an appropriate time to give quiet
and impartial consideration to such altera-
tions in the liquor laws as may be deemed
advisable. I would like the Government fo
appoint a tribunal of some deseription for
the purpose of investigating the points I
have mentioned, and certainly there are many
other phases that could be brought within
the ambit of the deliberations of such a
body.

Many members have, expressed their
views regarding the all-important question
of the population of Western Australia. I
am afraid there has been a disposition to
regard the problem from an entirely wrong
angle, It bas been suggested that a larger
population is required for the defence of
‘Western Australia in particular and of the
Commonwealth generally. That pre-supposes
that the womenfolk should be appealed to
in order to fill the ranks of the Fighting
Services of tomorrow, In other words, it
goes forth that we, as the leaders of public
opinion in this State, believe that another
war is inevitable and therefore we appeal
to the women to provide the necessary can-
non fodder for the conflict that so certainly
lies ahead. T am not so pessimistie with re-
gard to the future. I do not helieve that we
should be obsessed, so apparently, with the
idea that it is beyond the wit of man to
devise ways and means of maintaining peace.
In any event, from the psychologieal point
of view, it is futile to ask our womenfolk
that they shall pass through the wvalley of
the shadow of death in the process of bear-
ing children in order that their offspring may
eventually become members of the Fighting
Forces.
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Again, it is suggested that we should in-
crease the population in order o spread, or
lessen, the burden of public indebtedness. I
submit that such an appeal as that to the
mothers or prospective mothers, telling them
that it is their hounden duty to bring babies
into the world in order that they may share
the burden of the national indebtedness of
this eountry so that it may be correspond-
ingly less for us, is equally repellent. Again,
it is suggested that additional population is
required in order that this country may be
developed more immediately. So far as I
am concerned, I have no particular appre-
hension with regard to the development and
opening up of the natural resources of this
or any other part of the world. OQur desire
should bhe to see that a reascnable standard
of living is afforded every member of the
community, that each shall have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy improved standards, that a
higher degree of eculture should be theirs
and that security should be the lot of all
mankind.  Whether we open up certain
mineral deposits in Australia, Canada or
anywhere else, this century or next century,
is of comparatively small consequence. The
whole of them counld very well be opened up,
if we were to exert ourselves to exploit those
resources, years or even centuries before we
could economically develop them.

While it has a bearing on the economies
of Western Australia that attention should
be given to various requirements in the re-
mote parts, we have a huge task before us
now in the more closely settled portions of
the State, tasks and responsibilities that will
keep us busy for many years to come. If
we ware to become too venturesome and go
many hundreds of miles outback, immediately
therp would be a ery, justifiably so, for the
provision of water supplies, roads, hospitals,
schools, railways and other amenities. That
would again be reflected in the attitude that
would be adopted by the Commonwealth
Grants Commission, and Western Australia
would again be placed in a disadvantageous
position and confronted possibly with added
financial difficnlties because of the enormous
area that is covered by such a small popu-
lation. While it is true that economie cir-
cumstances have a great bearing upon the
size of families, nevertheless I believe there
are other factors of greater importance. I
say that because, as is well known, the
Jargest families inevitably spring from those
in the poorest circumstances. In the main,
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those who are better off have either none or
very few children. There are other factors
that enter into the question of population
or, more properly stated, the limitation upon
population.

As I see it, the issue involved is the incon-
venience and hardship to parents. Some
might easily dismiss that angle by suggesting
selfishness on the part of parents, With that,
I do not agree. It is well known that if a
voung couple have children, particularly if
the family is beyond the two or three-child
stage, it becomes exiremely difficult for the
husband and wife to go out together to cul-
tural mectings or entertainments. They must
go separately so that one may look after the
children. It means that if the mother desires
lo travel into town to transact some business
or do the family shopping, she has a rather
terrible fime. She may have a couple of
toddlers hanging on to her skiris and an-
other in the pram. This involves a distinct
hardship, but nevertheless some may be in-
clined to set aside the contention easily by
saving, “It is their job to do it; they should
not be so selfish; they should think of the
future of the country.”” That is all very
well, but when everyone else is going to the
pictures, to parties, to afternoon-teas, to
bridge parties or eoektail parties, to pienies,
to lectures at the Universily or continunation
classes—whon the young comple see their
erstwhile” friends enjoying themselves in one
or other of these various directions, it is
indecd a hardship not to be able to enjoy
the same degree of freedem. I think, there-
fore, it hecomes a responsibility of the Gov-
crnment to do everything possible to pro-
vide facilities for the mothers of this coun-
try. In quite a number of directions, this
has already been done. Y am pleased that
the Tramway Depurtment bhas now agreed
to try the idea of providing three hooks for
prams, and T hope it will not be long before
thev arc provided on morve trams in order
to do the jnb satisfactorily.

Mr. North: How do you explain the
larzeness of the families in the old days¢

Ay, GRAHAM: The hon. member would
probably be more competent to answer that
question than I am. In those days, there
was a great deal more of entertainment and
enjoyment provided in the home. There
were house parties, community singing, and
s0 forth. Today we have the movies, which
provide a cheap and exeellent form of en-
tertainment, and also motorcars have eome
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largely into use. There is no need lo deal
further with that aspect of the question. I
feel it is the natural desire of parents gen-
crally to have children because of the en-
joyment. associated with the rearing of a
family, but if the difficulties are made too
great, then that will be a militating factor
agninst what we seek to achieve. The name
of Dr. Marie Stopes has been mentioned.
Many people read her books——which are re-
zarded as classies on the particular ques-
tions dealt with—and publications without
paying serions concern to what she set
out to teach. I have been approached
by clectors of mine in regard to the matter
of prophylactiecs. If parents or would-be
parents make up their minds not to have
families because of existing eireumstances,
they will not have families. Therefore,
fo talk about abolishing the sale of prophy-
lacties is to attack the problem in an en-
tirely wreng way. We should make it pos-
sible, o far as lies in our power, for
couples to have children with the least in-
convenicnee, hoth from a financial aspect
and without limitation of their normal en-
joyment and activities generally.

Suggestions are being made at present
that should have beer made many years ago
for a system of what is called home help;
that is, fo provide service in the homes,
particularly for those cases where the
mother is ill or is about to be confined. It
is not many years since a measure was intro-
duced into this Chamber, and subsequently
sent to the Legislative Couneil, for the pur-
pose of bringing domestic workers within
the ambit of the Arbitration Court. I con-
tend that there will always be a lack of
domestic workers so lonyg as they have not
a decent wage in return for their service,
#0 long as they have not reasonable work-
ing hours and decent working eonditions. I
venture to say, gone are the days when
there will be a pool of female labour that
can be drawn upen, and bought for a song,
the girls in many instances being treated
with a eertain amount of econtempt by
their employers, not bry all, but unfortun-
ately hy rany, Girls today are earning
£3, £4, £5 a week, and are enjoying rea-
somably good working hours and condi-
tions, paid holidays, and the rest of it.
XNeither they nor their younger sisters are
likely to seek domestic service for 10s. or °
13s. a week and keep, starting at 7 am.
and perhaps finishing at 8 p.m., 9 p.m,, or
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even Jater. I felt that these womenfoll
ought to have the right idea regarding the
home help scheme, and I communicated
with them aceordingly. One of their first
duties should be to endeavour to infiuerice
tertain gentlemen in another place in order
that those workers might be brought with-
in the scope of an Apbitration Court
award under which reasonably conditions
would be stipulated for them, and then
there wonld not he any lack of domestic
workers in homes. This should be the first
duty of these womenfolk, because another
place was responsible for the rejection of
the measure to which I have referred.

In al! these motters, it is a question of
first things first. If additional workers
are required in any avenue at all, it means
that the conditions of service have to be
made more attractive in order to draw
those workers to that point of produection
or scrvice as the case might he. T trust,
therefore, that the Government will give
consideration to bringing down a Bill once
again to provide for domestic workers. I
hope greater measures will be taken for
domestic training in order that a full-
course might he arranged and that the girls
. might secure certificates of eompetency in
house-keeping and domesiic work gener-
ally. When the work upon which they will
embark has beon raised to the status, not
of a profession, as some people are prone
to say, but at least of an honourable oe-
cupation carried on under decent eonditions,
then the shortage of lakour in homes will
disappenr; then the borden on mothers and
others suffering disabilities will also be re-
moved; and in that way it may prove to
be a contribution, as I helieve it will, to
the solution of the problem of getting an
inerease in the population of this State
and of Australia generally. At anv rute,
I submit that this matter is worthy of con-
sideration. T repeat what I said on a pre-
vious occasion that the Government should
be setting an example, which it is not
doing at present, with regard to the wark-
ing conditions for its employces, and with
recard to the amenities provided in the
varions workshops and establishments that
come under its jurisdiection. So far as
wages. superannuation and long-service
leave are concerned, the Government has
- definitely set an example to all employers
in the State—in saying this, I am speak-
ing in the broad sense—but when we visit
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some of the workshops and establishments
and sce the deplorable conditions under
which the workmen arc expected to do a
reasonalle day's wark, then it 13 a reflee-
tion upon the employer who, in this in-
stance, happens to be the Government.
Without my itemising them I am certain
that Ministers themselves, in view of the
very many representations that bhave heen
made, will agree that substantial improve-
ments conld bhe effected with respeet to
the conditions under which the employees
work and—almost equally important—the
great defeets regarding certain amenities
in the way of decent lockers, mess-rooms,
washing aecommodation and so on tor the
men. There are, however, some nvrivate
establishments which have donme an ex-
eerdingly fine job as regards supplying
those serviees to their employees.

I know it is heing suggested that there
are all sorts of Government works, par-
ticularly with respect to Uovernment build-
ings, waiting to be done. There is also a
desperate need for more accommodation in
respect of hospitals and schools; but I fear
that there is a tendency now developing
aleng exactly the same lines as, but with a
different story from, that which we have
been told for too many years. Previously,
when a boilding was suggested or any im-
provement of any kind at all advoeated,
the inevitable reply was thut the money
could not he found. At prezent it is far
more cxpedient to say that manpower and
materials are not available, T greatly fear
that a tendency is developing for that
particular excuse or reason to be used
without full consideration to the possibili-
ties of something being done. While this
story has been told, we know that drastie
action has been taken by employees, whe
agreed that certain improvements should
he effected for them by their employers.
It shows that when pressure is actually
applied, something can be done.

I am aware that during recent months there
has heen a shortage of bricks and other build-
ing materinls, and that it is difficult to get
permission to undertake building activities
of any dimensions. Yet a certain garage
of large proportions has already been
erected. Tn my opinion, that garage repre-
setts a priority second to ecrtain publie
huildings that should be erected forth-
with. Premises to house trucks and ve-
hicles of a transport agent have recently
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‘been built. Tremendous numbers of bricks
were used for the purpose of extensions or
improvements io the boiler house of a
laundry, brick fences have been built, pre-
mises venovated. new shop-fronts ecrected,
of cantilever verandabs econstructed, and
numerous other works of that nature nnder-
taken,

I ngree with the remarks the, Public
Service Commissioner made in the report
furnished to us yesterday evening, that we
arqe at present suffering with respeet to the
public services, and that thiz is due
entively to the terrible conditions under
which those public servants have to work.
And at this very time additional facilities
and amenities are being supplied in prac-
tically every State of the Commonwealth!
This suggests to me that if the will is there
and a really determined effort is made, it is
possible to get some things done in Western
Australia. T have been assured by a respon-
sible ollicer in the Government service—
whose name I do not gare to mention—that
in respect of applications for building
materials and bricks made to him for hos-
pitals he has refused on one oceasion only
to make the necessary supplies available. 1
was assured by this publie servant that with
regard to what was called a maternity hos-
pital—though in fact it existed rather for
the opposite purpose——

[3fr. J. Hegney took the Chair.}
Member: What is that opposite purpose?
Mr. GRAHAM: Members should draw
their own conclusions. Instead of existing
for the purpose of bringing new babies into
this land, the place was there to prevent
them from eoming, or, in other words, to
provide sbortion facilities. I add that it
ought not to have been neecessary for me to
2o into details on that peint. As T stated
previously, I have been definitely informed
by that public servant, one of the highest
-officers in the State service—

The Premier: T don't suppose he has any-
thing whatever to say ahout priorities!

Mr, GRAHAM: I know that he has; but
hy answering questions I may he divulging
‘his identity. With vespect to prices control,
I feel that I ccho the views of other mem-
‘bers, and indeed the views of practically
every person not only in Western Australia
but from one end of this eontinent to the
-other, that extreme dissatisfaction exists with
the so-called system of prices control pre-
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vailing now. It does not require inspectors
or experis to tel]l us that in big eity shops
half-a-dozen different prices are being
charged. It is possible, I daresay, for every
uirmber to recount instances where for cer-
tuin commadities over-charges have heen
made. It iz not our place, of course, to be
policemen in order to supervise prices; but,
as far ag I ean gather, practically every
member of the eommunity is fully aware of
breacheg of price control—everybody except
the officers of the department responsible!
‘Therefore one becomes not suspicious per-
haps but, rather, earious as to the bona fides
of the officers charged with the responsibility
of policing this important matéer. Profiteers
are taken to court. Then follows what may
be somebody else’s responsibility, but I do
know that the penalttes imposed are ridieu-
lous and not in any way a deterrent from
repetition of such offences. As a consequence,
such offences are rampant from one end of
the metropolitan area to the other. I speak
of the metropolitan area because I am most
conversant with that locality.

Then there is a peeuliar feature with re-
gurd to this matter. It has been not merely
stated but established by docomentary evi-
dence that in the case of one concern—which
concern I shall not mention, because that
would be unfair, seeing it is known that the
same thing applies in the easc of many other
coneerns—a customer was chnrged 23s, for
& shirt, then he took the garment to the
office of the Prices Control Commissioner
and there wns informed that the maxi-

mum price for it was 20s. Lo and
and hehold! What did the Prices Branch
do? It gave that purchaser who had

been mulet of 55, an aunthority to obtain
a refund of the amount. He went back to
the vetail establishment and got the 5s.
That establishment had probably sold in
the last few weeks thousands of shirts to
people from one end of the State ta the
other and had received an excess payment
of 9s. on cach shirt, and only one person
cheeked the -price and reccived a refund of
ds. This sort of procedurc is mercly in-
vifing retaill establishiments to embark on
wholesale overcharging, because there is sn
much to be gained and so liifle to be lost.
In the case I mentioned, the loss was only
Bs.

Member: But those establishments have
income tax to pay.
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Mr. GRAHAM: Those of us who have
had anything to do with accounting and re-
tail establishments know that it is not an ex-
ceedingly difficult matter to dispose of
funds in certain ways so as to reduee profits.
Every member of this Chamber is aware
that that is done. I have had instances of
other overcharges, supported by docu-
mentary evidence, and these cases have been
sent on to the Minister for Trade and Cus-
toms; but so far no action has heen taken.
The practice, no doubt, is prevalent in other
parts of Australia, and if there is to be a
real check on prices, if prices are to be
controlled, there must be proper policing
and the penalties for offences of the char-
acter which I have mentioned should be
made high cnough to be a deterrent to such
practices. The instances I have quoted
have some relationship to the basic wage,
beeause many  suburban  establishments
charge their customers an additional half-
penny or penny on their purchases. The
extra eharge does not mean much to the
purchaser, hecruse it is convenient for him
to make his purchases at these establish-
ments. If he were to report the shop-
keeper for overcharging, as likely as not he
would find himself in a dilfieulty in making
future purchases at the convenient corner
shop. That is a deterrent to lodging eom-
plaints or making charges.

If 1 may digress for & moment, I can
quote a ease where a person was charged
1s. 6d. for a 3d. article. He immediately
reported the matter to the Prices Branch,
but did mot proceed further heeause
of the amount of trouble to which
he would have been put to prefer a charge
against the vetailer; and so the incident was
Jost wizht of. That person did explain
to the Prices Branch that all that was
necessary was to send an oifice boy to the
shop with change tn his pocket and ask for
that eommnodity. If the price asked was
1s. 6d., he should pay it and demand a re-
ceipt for the amount. In that way the
whole ease conld have been proved without
very much troulle. As I said, these over-
charges do affect the basic wage, as the
cost of living is fixed on the fluctuations in
the prices of rommodities; at one period
they may be high and at another low, hut
in neither case do they fairly represent the
cost of living al that particular time.

The basic wage itself eould be given
further consideration by Parliament. At
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present, a certain formula is adopted hy
the State Arbitration Court for the pur-
pose of determining not only the standard,
but also the variations. I am not suggest-
ing that it is eompetent for Parliament fo
fix a basic wage, but I do suggest that it is
possible for Parliament to lay down prin-
ciples, or a formula, which could be fol-
lowed by the Arbitration Court. After all,
we are the representatives of the people
and, as such, are responsible for seeing that
an adequate basic wage is paid to every
worker in the community. [ am aware that
there is great dissatisfaction not only with
the nominal hasie wage, hut with its varia-
tions, particularly when the basic wage is
reduced by a few pence when it is trans-
parently obvious to everyone that the cost
of living has increased immeasurably. I
have been asked to refer briefly to a matter
which has already been ventilated. Tt is
that alicns are receiving priority treatment
over Britishers. At the outset, I would
explain that I harhour no prejudice against
any person no matter of what race, apart,
for the moment, from those races with whieh
we are engaged in mortal conflict. I make
that reservation.

My attention has been drawn to numerous
instances in the city of Perth in which, ob-
viously, Britishers have to battle in order
to secure equipment for refreshment rooms,
whereas aliens can immediately obtain new
furniture and equipment. They ecan even
obtain glass-top tables, or heavy rubber-top
tahles, such as I have recently scen in a
certain establishment. Some inquiry should
be made into this matter. T realise the
danger of tackiing the question, as by so
doing people may become unnecessarily
prejudiced egainst persons of other races.
The practice is becoming too prevalent,
however, and the position will have to bhe
faced sooner or later. Those members who
represent eouniry eonstituencies can tell a
similar story. Instances could be gquoted
with respect to the wheatbelt and particu-
laxly the South-West district. My attention
has been drawn to the faet that a young
Australian engincer working in an engineer-
ing establishment desired to be released from
his work in order to set up in husiness on
his own aceount. He was desirous of con-
structing something which had never pre-
viouslv been made in Austiralia. Incident-
ally, he is a man of approximnately 25 years
of ame and, I think, has returned from ser-
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vice in the present war. It was impossible
for him to secure release; but from that
same establishment a refugee, who has the
sanctuary of Australia, was able to obtain
release and has engaged in an eleetrieal
undertaking, making and repairing all sorts
of electrical appliances common to the aver-
age home. This case, and other eases that
members of this House and I could mention,
point to the fact that something is radically
wrong with the present set-up.

Mr. Leslie: Let us make the details public!

Mr. GRAHAM: With regard to the case
I have mentioned, I have the name and the
circumstanees could be made publie. This
alien electrician to whom I have referred
has not set up business under his own name.
He has become “Johnny, the Electrician” or
a name of that sort.

Turning to eduveation, while there is
stil a tremendous shortage of facili-
ties. I would like to express apprecia-
tion of the advances that have been made,
as ontlined by the Premier when introdue-
ing the Estimates. I hope progress in that
direction will be maintained and accelerated
until the terrifie leeway existing at present
in the varions branches of education is over-
taken. T hope there will be a better con-
ception of our responsibilities to young
people who, unfortunately, are not as highly
vegarded as they might be in many places.
1 trust there wil grow a conception
which appreciates that the many thousands
of children attending school at present
will, in the course of two or three decades,
become the leaders of this country in publie
affairs and public thought and as captains
of industry; and that therefore the type of
¢ivilisation that will be attained in the next
25 years very much depends on the founda-
tions we build today and the amount of
consideration we give to school-children.

We shonld give greater consideration to
these children and provide them with proper
aecommodation, ample playing fields =2nd
enlightenment in many avennes not touched
at all at present. In some respects they
are given a mere taste of certain cultural
subjects, whereas they should he given an
opportunity to develop their latent talents.
This should be done instead of our pro-
ducing, as it were, so many automatie
machines expected to pass examinations in
academic subjects, many of which are of no
practical value whatsoever in later life.
They should be taught the value of those
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things that lic closest to us all, and an
appreciation of the highest standards of
human values. They should be given an
opportunity to develop their own person-
alities in order that in the fotfure they may
become useful citizens and help to build
an Australia far greater and better than
the one we¢ know.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison): I de-
sire to make some observations on this Vote.
I believe that the general discussion on the
Estimates offers wide scope and great op-
portunity to a member to discuss many mat-
ters, but I respectfully suggest that the
general debate might be considered an op-
portunity for dealing with major matters,
such as poliecy or subjects that could not
conveniently be eramped under the heading
of departmental administration. However,
each member has the right, freedom and op-
portonity to choose his own line of diseus-
sion, becaunse of the liberal character of the
Vote before the Chair. Before touching on
some matters that have heen agitating my
mind and which are more of a national char-
acter, I want in & very friendly way—and I
hope that what I say will be accepted in a
friendly spirit—to try to appease the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe in his desire
to hear Mr, Curtin on the member for Mur-
chison. I have never allowed any member
to seore off me without making an effort to
reply. What I am ahont to say I shall say
in a very friendly way, hoping that the hon.
member will help me to give effect to the
wishes he expressed.

I know that the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe is partienlarly friendly with the
Prime Minister, and in consequence he should
experience no diffieulty in assisting me. The
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe quoted
Mark Twain. Mark Twain is known to
all of us as a very able writer. He was
a very witty man and a very cultured per-
son. Such men are supernatural and possess
gifts denied to most people. They live and
act and work mainly upon impulse and are
quick to size up a position. That is a mift
I would love to possess myself. Possessing
this gift, they are able to put a controversial
subject into reverse gear and put their op-
ponents on the defensive. Quick-witted
people can always do that. They can shift
the venue of the point raised and score at
the other fellow’s expense. If the member
for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe quoted Mark Twain
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correctly, Mark Twain was asked if he
would like to hear Ingersoll on Moses. Mark
Twain readily appreciated the fact that if
he twisted the proposal it became a physical
impossibility. So he refused the invitation
to hear Ingersoll on Moses by snggesting
that he would give 5s. to hear Moses on
Ingersoll! That was a physical impossibility
but Mark Twain scored at Ingersoll’s ex-
pense. Ingersoll eould have been heard on
Moses. That was physically possible, and
Mark Twain knew it so he smartly shifted
the argument.

As a matter of fact, I do not know whether
the member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe can
prove—[ have never met any person who
can—that such a person as Maoses ever lived.
I have never come in contaet with anyone
who personally knew Moses or could prove
that he existed, so apparently Mark Twain
was on very safe ground there. Now, I make
an offer to the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe. T am not going to allow him to
seore off me by quoting Mark Twain. The
hon. member said he would readily give £5 to
hear Mr. Curtin on the member for Mur-
chison. That is physically possible. I make
the proposal to the member for Brown Hill-
Ivenhoe that if he ean arrange for a public
debate between the Prime Minister and me
at any convenient place and at any time—
the offer lasts for all time—on the question
of the fiscal policy enunciated by our Prime
Minister before taking office as eompared
with the fiseal policy that he has endorsed
and enforced since he has been in office or,
alternatively, upon the private ownership of
the national eredit—either one or both—then
it will not eost him a fiver, but I will give
him a fiver as a present the night after the
debate.

Mr. Thorn: Hear, hear!

Mr. MARSHALL: I would have no diffi-
eulty on these two points. Most of the
time allotied to me on such a debate eonld
he used by reading a most brilliant article
written by the present Prime Minister, and
speeches delivered most eloquently by him
in condemnation of the fiseal policy which
he now endorses.

Mr. Berry: Before he was Prime Minister.

Mr. Needham: Before there was a war.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, and since there
was a war! The war commenced in 1939.
T have an extract which I did not propose
to read, but I kept it here in ecase there
was an interjection relevant to it. This s
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the only quotation I shall give in order to.
satisfy the member for Perth who bas just
interjected.

Mr. Needham: Was there a war with
Japan in 19399

Mr. MABSHALL: If the member for
Perth wilt listen to the quotation he will
know how effective a war is on a Govern-
ment desirous of doing the right thing and
me not desirous of doing the right thing.
[ shall read only the last few words which
sum up the situation. Mr. Curtin wrote
an article expounding national credit. He
had this to say—

The cost of war can be met without pilimg
up huge debts, and without interest payments
sucking our national lifeblood. The Common-
wealth Bank must, with a Labour Government,
work ont g freer and fuller life for our people.

Mr. Leslie: How the chickens come hoine
to roost,

Mr. MARSHALL: He said that wars
ean be won without piling up huge
debts, That is something I have argued
here for many years. ln all good faith
I mapke my offer to the member for
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe. It will be costlesa
to him: as a matter of faet he will
profit by it beeanse he will not have to
give a fiver to hear the Prime Minister
on the member for Muarehison but will re-
ecive a fiver and, in addition, not only will
he hear the Prime Minister on the member
for Mnrchison bhut the memher for Mur-
chison on the Prime Minister. The offer
stands for all time and any time. 1 want
to toueh now upon those matters which
agitate myv mind. T bhold great fears for
the future. It is not nice to be pessimistie
always and to look an the gloomy side of
life. but we must keep in mind the fact
that actions speak a great deal londer than
words.

To a great degree we are under an obli-
gation to aceept the utterances of alleged
statesmen. Their utierances must he ac-
cepted as a guide as to what may or may
not happen to a nation, particularly in a
period of war when secreey is {he order of
the dav. Some most conflicting state-
ments are being uttered at the moment, or
have hecn uttered within the last few
wecks. These statements are conflicting
to a greater degree than usual becanse they
come from statesmen who occupy minis-
terial office in the same Government. No
two seem to speak with the one voice. For



{9 Novexser, 1944.]

instance, only recently the Prime Minister
made a statement when advoeating con-
tributions to the loan which is just about
to close. He said that the removal of the
Japanese aggression to islanas forther
north, and news of the probable termin-
ation of the war in Europe eould not be
accepted with eomplacency by the Austra-
lians, bat that there was a tremendous bur-
den to be shouldered and all teo few shoul-
ders to carry it! I believe there may le
a great deal of truth in that. But almest
within 24 honrs of those remarks the Trea-
surer of the Commonwealth Government,
in his Budget Speech, stated that ke an-
ticipated 4 per eent. of unemployment in
Januury next, and he provided in his Bud-
get the necessary funds to meet the cost
of that unemployment.

When we hear statements like those, we
hecome agitated. We do not realiy know
what is happening. This T de know: It
seems as though all the other Allied Na-
tions have no compunection about it and are
exorcising no delay in preparmg for the
return to civil life of a huge proportion of
their Fighting Forces. As a matter of
fact, at the present moment we are reeeiv-
ing into this eountry huge quantities of
woods manufactured in England and in the
United States of Awmeriea, indicating guite
clearly that those countries are capable of
paying less attention to their respective
war efforts than is expeeted of Ausiralia.
Great Britain is on the very doorstep, as
it were, of a most formidable enemy. Not-
withstanding all the high rates of shipping
tnsurance and the alleged shortage of
shipping spaee to bring tea and other ne-
cessary commodities to Anstralia from In-
dia, we find shiploads of goods manufac-
tured in eountries many miles further away
than India, landed in Australia and sold
at prices equivalent to the Australian-made
articles. At the present moment there is
tieree rivalry between certain nations and
a fearful rush to establish or seecure mar-
kets for the disposal of produce after the
war.

If members have watched closely the re-
ports in the daily Press, they will have
noted the indications of that rivalry and
the frantic efforts made by Allied Nations
in order to emsure markets for their pro-
duets in the post-war period. We have
in this mad rush for export markets every
sign of the preparations for World War
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No. 3—which is exactly how this great riv-
alry will end up. Thaf is ¢xactly what
cansed the present war and the war that
preceded it. This keen, heated, sueccessful
eommereial rivalry must inevitably evlmin-
ate in time in another military clash be-
tween the competing nations. What is
worrying me at the moment is that we hear
very little about the mueh vaunted new
order. Not so mach is being said about it
at the moment, and I suppose any pro-
nouncement along the lines pursued 12
months or two years ago would be in ob-
vious conflict with the results we can ex-
pect if current legislation is any guide.

Many thousands of Australian workers
are ahout to finish up looping the loop.
Thousands of these hrave boys did not have
a permanent job hefore the outbreak of the
present war and never knew what it was to
handle a pay envelope. They graduated
from that deplorable state of affairs into
the Fighting Forces, where they have en-
joyed a pay envelope, not very substantial
though it should have been. Other Austra-
lians have found employment in munition
factories where they have received fairly
satisfactory pay envelopes. I fear that
with the relaxing of the war effort all too
many of these will again return to the dole.
At this very juneture, I understand that
the printing press is very busy indeed
printing tickets—dole tickets for the un-
employed! The payment will not be known
as a State dole this time. It will have a
more flowery title—unemployment insur-
ance. A single man, after having trudged
and scrambled and slipped through the
jungles of New Guinea and the islands
beyvond and having deteriorated in health
so that he ecan no longer stand up to the
requirements of a tropleal campaign, will
return to Australia where he will reeeive
23s. a week while unemployed. Should he
happen to he a married man he will be paid
£2 3s. a week. There is no provision in
Labour’s poliey nor on its political plat-
form for a dole of that description. We
stand for the basic wage—and nothing
less.

Mr. Triat: And that is low enough.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is too low, Yet
these men who have fought for us will get
25s. & week! Never before was Australia
in a better position than she is today.
Never before was she better equipped in-
dustrially than today: never before so
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thoroughly mechanised so as to enable her
to incrense the produetion of real weslth
as she will be at the conclusion of the
present war. At this very moment Aus-
tralia is capable of providing her peopte
with a high standard of living. The mem-
ber for East Perth pleaded for a higher
standard of education, but prefaced his
remarks by saying that the exeuse always
offered in that respeet was ine chronie
shortage of money. Money represents the
means of exchange in connection with the
creation and distribution of goods and real
wealth is what a nation ean produce. The
possibilities of produection in Australia are
almost unlimited. Tt is a positive insult to
say to any citizen of this eountry, this land
of great potentialities and capacity to
produce real wealth, that the best we can
do until he is placed in industry is to issue
him with a dole. The prineiple involved is
what I oppose. That is the provision that
is heing made in our soeial seeurity legis-
Iation.

Twenty-five shilling a week! As a Labour
man, I protest against it, hecause I know
that this country can afford more and much
more than that. What is the use of institut-
ing committees to investigate a decline in the
birth rate? What ig the actual eause of the

* deeline in the birth rate? Secial and eco-
nomie insecurity; 1o guarantee from one day
to another that a prospective mother will
even be fed, housed or clad decently! Will
anyone say that woman in this age is less
inclined for motherhood, that she has lost
her natural instinets, that she is entirely de-
void of Nature’s demands? Of course she
is not! But what she does want is a guaran-
tee of security that she may live in comfort
with her offspring. Give her that, and see
whether there will be any necessity for an
investigation into the deeline of the birth
rate. Poverty has brought out degradation,
immorality and the rottennest side of human
nature, and this condition has heen ag-
gravated by the war. But can we expect de-
cent standards: of life when we go to war
once in every 25 years, when we send away
our young men fo disembowel others just to
appease the passions of internmational gang-
sters? Give the people security and see how
readily they will respend to Nature,

This country is capable of giving them
security. T positively refuse to aceept the
statement so often made that this country
is poor and that it cannot produce all that
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is requived. I know that 800,000 men, physi-
cally the fittest in Australia, plus ‘several
hundred thousand young women, also physi-
cally fit, are at the moment ynemployed in
the sense that they are not producing real
wealth, and the country is earrying them on
and paying them, on the average, a fair
wage. But side by side with that wonderful
effort and with the aid of a few old and in-
firm individuals like myself

The CHAIRMAXN ;: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not refleet wpon himself.

AMr. MARSHALL: I withdraw and apolo-
gise Lo myself, With the aid of the older men
and of the women, we can prodoee sufficient
to feed, even though it he on a restricted
hasis, no fewer than 12,000,000 souls. Most
of our machinery is at present being devoted
to the production of destruetive implements.
Convert that machinery tu use for the de-
velopment of the country and eonstruct from
and produee with it, and what would be the
limits of this eountry to raise real wealth?
Free the eredit without.eost at the ecommand
of the Commonwealth Bank and what a
glorious nation we would have! But no!
Everywhere I Jook T see a move to ineuleate
into the people the idea that this eountry is
poor and cannot afford mueh. When the
war is over, we shall be told, as we were
after the war of 1914-18, that we must
economise; we shall have another visit from
Sir Otto Niemeyer and we shall have another
depression. All I ean say is that if the peo-
ple of Australia tolerate it, they will de-
serve it.

When 1 entered this Chamber the one
great wrang of which we heard from the then
anti-Labour Government was the tariff and
its damnable effect upon the primary pro-
ducer. I well remember the present Lieut.-
Governor of the State, a very bhenevolent
individual, a charitable soul and a gentleman,
saying on one ocecasion that the teriff had
gone mad. I say that taxation has now gone
mad. I want to know from the Premier
whether he was at any time c¢onsulted regard-
ing the proposed lag in inecome taxation.
All taxpayers within the Commonwealth are
accused of being in debi to the Common-
wealth Government. T put if to him that if
there was a lag—and I deny that there was
—-at least one half of the money represented
by that lag belongs to the State. I ask the
Premier whether he gave the Commonwealth
Government authority to collect his share of
the money represcnted by that lag. Does the
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Premier admit that there was a lag? Is he
going to impose on the taxpayers of the
State the 75 per cent. of the lag not collected
by the Commonwealth? Does he intend to
charge me with my share and make me pay?
He has the aunthority to do it.

Some of the States might meet at the
expiration of this one-eollecting authority
agreement and endeavour to get the proceeds
of this so-called lag for themselves. Let us
assume that our Premier does so. He might
yet be asked to do it; there are several other
States concerned in this matter. He will not
be able to evade his responsibility as the
Premier of this State, so far as T am eon-
cerned, if it is proved in eourt that no lag
existed, because I will make him repay my
share of the 25 per cent. collected by the
Commonwealth. T deny that I ever owed the
Government taxation for a full 12 months,
Assume that the representatives of the
several States meet and that our Premier de-
cides that there was no lag, will he refund to
me the overpayment made to the Common-
wealth? If he decides that there was a Iag,
will he charge up the 75 per cent. which the
Commonwealth claims to be exempting me
from paying? Look at the invidious position
we are in! [ never in my lifec owed any tax-
ing authority & 12 months’ debt. Had the
taxing authority issued an assessment to me
in July for the taxation on my previous
vear’s earnings, it would have received
prompt payment. Because it was lackadaisi-
cal or incompetent to assess me earlier, I did
lag behind to the extent of several months,
but never did I lag behind tothe extent of
going a full 12 ;onths without meeting the
tax owing for the one year. This is barefaced
highway robbery. The wild colonial hoy was
a thorough gentleman compared to those
who were responsible for this robbery.

The member for East Perth spoke about
the bagic rate. The hasic rate is quite low
enouph; but never was there munch com-
plaint about the rate, as such, until this
highly victious form of taxation was im-
posed. What I take strong exception to is
the constant talk of politicians about the
present prosperity of the working classes of
the Commonwealth. The politicians never
tire of telling us that never before did Aus-
tralia experience such prosperity! Fnll
employment for all! That may be irue to a
degree, but it took a war to bring it ahout.
The war is costing Australia £917,000 every
day it goes on. And we could not find that
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amount of money for the purpose of em-
ploying our own unemployed for a year!
What [ take strong exception to is the con-
stant reminders of prosperity. A week or
two ago the Sydney “Morning Herald” re-
ported Senator Ashley as stating that the
resnlt of full time was the payment of
£1,220,000 to people earning less than £400
a year, or say £8 a week. Left there with-
out an analysis, the figures look wonderful.
Two-thirds of Australia’s breadwinners
getting £1,220,000 a year shared between
them! But I have gone through the figures
in order to examine the value of the state-
ment. Firstly, a person on £8 a week,
being married, with wife and child, would
find himself taxed to the cxtent of about
£1 per week. That cut reduces his income,
inmediately, to £7 per week. Alessuring
his income against 193% prices, we discover
that our £1 buys only 12s. Gd. worth today.
That is by way of comparison.

So we see immediately that when we
measure this wonderfully prosperous pay
envelope, containing £8 per week, in ierms
of actual value, the actnal value is no more
than €4 73, 6d. And that is marvellous
prosperity! It is well below the basic rate
for a man, wife and child. And thab is not
the worst feature! Ewven a person now
earning £2 a week has to pay 13s. a year in
faxation. ‘The old age pensioner who is
probably provided by a relative or a friend
with free board and lodging misses paying
a tax hy the margin.of Is. per weck. The
tax just misses old age and invalid pen-
sioners, provided they are in reecipt of free
hoard and lodging. Take a person on £2
a week and measure the value of the pur-
chasing power of that £2 a week now as
compared with 1939 prices! Then one dis-
covers that its worth is only about 26s.
And one has to pay 13s. per year taxafion
on that amount. That is the deplorable,
the invidious pogition into which we are
driven because the Commonwealth Govern-
ment will not use its power and authority
utder Section 51 of the Constitution to
eontrol the central bank. We hear such
men talking about the betterment of the
working classes, and what those men pro-
pose to do to heighten the standard of eom-
fort to the working classes. There is the
result! In purchasing power, wages are
a long way helow what they were in 1939;
and working men are receiving today less
than they were receiving in 1939, Tt is
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futile for politicians fo econtradiet that
statement. Another aspeet! In the last
Budget provision was made for the captains
of industry to make deduetiona from their
income tax for all replacements. That, I
suggest, is over and above the deductions
allowed under the heading of depreciation.
I take no exeeption to that; but I ask, what
deductions are allowed to the unforfunate
working man for teplacements?

When this war commenced, there were
hundreds of thousands of people who never
knew what it was to have a decent meal,
who had no clothes, no furniture, no homes!
Anad so what is to be the position? It comes
now to a bare subsistence, with robbery of
the balance! We allow eaptrins of industry
to make demands for the replacement of
their capital goods, but the unfortunate
member of the working classes cannot get
any deductions allowed in respect of his
home. He wants to provide furniture, to
replenish his wardrobe, and to make vari-
ous replacements. Will he get deduction
allowances? Oh, no! Not for all the
world!  He is not permitted to make any
deduction. And here we shall have, when
the war finishes, all these unfortunate
people, many of them having been throungh
trials and tribulations and battles on
foreign fields, without the possibility of
having saved a shilling with which to start
life afresh!

Those who were thrifty and paid deposits
on homes will eome back, after four or five
vears of service, to find themselves exactly
where they left off, with not one penny more
to provide for emergencies. These are the
anomalies that give me no hope for the
future. I take strong exception to utter-
ances at this time about full-time employ-
ment and the large wages that the workers
are receiving, because I know the extor-
tionate demands made on their purse, first,
by inflation, and, seecondly, by taxation.
Every member will have received a booklet
entitled “Figures and Facts,” which has been
irsued by the Commonwealth Department of
Information. Faithful are the facts! True
are the figures! The Commonwealth Gov-
-ernment boasts abont its imposition of taxa-
tion. It is delighted to know that it can
impose taxation and that, apparently, the
people respond without protest. On page
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16 of the booklet, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has this to say—

Total Commonwealth, State and Local Gov-
erument taxation rtcvenue in 193839 was
£137,000,000 out of a national income of
£788,000,000—about 17 per cent, Now, in the
fifth year of war, total taxation has inereased
to an estimated £340,000,000 for 1943-44, or
25 per cent. of the national income.

I put it to you, Mr, Deputy Chairman, that
this is bare-fuced robhery and quite unne-
cessary. No sympathetic good Australian
would he delighted ahout it. The £340,000,000
referred to ean only be recovered by charg-
ing it into the price of goods; it can come
from no other avenue or no other source. In
faet, the only avenue through which we can
get taxation is when it is put into the prices
of goods and commodities. Is it any wonder,
as the member for East Perth has com-
plained, that prices are soaring sky-high,
when this year goods produced in Australia
must carry that burden of £340,000,000, plus
other charges? When I talked about debt-
free money from the Commonwealth Bank,
that was ecalled inflation; but this form of
inflation is never questioned. Nor do we
hear any comment npon the interest bill of
£65,000,000 per annum on the national debt.
The major portion of that debt is practically
bank eredit. Or bank debt! So long as
interest is charged on that debf, it is said
that that is not inflation. But if the Com-
monwealth Bank is asked to do the job debt-
free, then it is inflation.

I do not propose to start an argument
about the characteristics of the various forms
of inflation, but I would point out to the
memher for East Perth that there is little
hope of holding down the prices of goods
when these annual burdens are constantly in-
creasing, because taxation can only be eol-
lected when charged into goods. We have
another form of tax, the sales tax. 'This
was imposed to tide us over the depression
period; it was to be imposed for only =
vear or two, It is still with us, and it has
risen from £9,000,000 to £26,000,000 not-
withstanding the fact that many goods upon
which the tax eould be levied are not pro-
curable at present, while other goods are
rationed. While I was at Wiluna, a young
married woman said to me, “I understand
that the Commonwealth Gtovernment is in-
strueting an investigating committee to find
out why we women do not have more child-
ren.” She continued, “The Commonwealth
Government has had the impudence to put
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a sales tax of 25 per cent. on Johnson’s baby
powder, the only powder I use on my child.”
That is the encouragement young women get
to have children! Everything we eat, drink
or use is loaded with faxation. Then we
find the mother is paid 5s. per week in hard
cash for her child; she goes to the shop and
pays it back to the Government in the price
of the goods which she purchases. These
are invidious and dishonest practices, and
one cannot speak too strongly in econdemna-
tion of such a rotten system. I wish to
protest against utterances and statements
made from various platforms by people who
are advocating investment in war loans. 1
say right here and now that if no person
in the Commmonwealth contributed a penny to
these loans, it would not make any differ-
ence whatever to the war effort.

The Premier: It would!

Mr. MARSHALL: People are being inti-
midafed to invest in the loans by such
phrases as ‘‘The rieh, red, warm blood of
Australion men on foreign battlefields”;
“You will save a life if you buy a war sav-
ings stamp'’;: ¢ You will save a soldier if you
hasten the coneclusion of the war by buying
a hond.” It does not matter much whether
ane does 50 or not. There is a motive behind
it all and probably members have discovered
it by now. One of the most remarkable
things is that the first loans to whieh Aus-
tralians were invited to subscribe were ealled
“Liberty Loans,” Strange to say, loans in
America, Canada and England were also
called Liberty Loans. Later we changegd the
name to Victory Loans. Sfrange to relate,
loans today in (anada, England and
Amerien are also ealled Victory Loans.
Is it not marvellous how the international
gangs work upon the passions of the
people and stir thelr sympathies? The
people subscribe to the loans. What for?
_ If members have heen ohservant, they will
have realised that during the last loan a
greater coffort was made to increase the
number of the subscribers than was made {o
eet actual contributions.

Tn America, on one oceasion, 177,000
people were employved as war loan organ-
isers, not so much to secure the money as to
get subseribers to the loan. I presume
members can deteet the motive. The morve
subseribers there are to the loans, the
greater number of props there will he
for the top-heavy institutions and the more
difficult it will he to sceure their reform.
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Immediately an attempt is made to reform
such an institution, all the people who have
purchased a bond will be drawn in behind
the hanks. Those who wish to reform the
monetary system will be acensed of vepudi-
ation tacties. They will be accused of trying
to prevent those subseribers trom being
paid in full. The amount of credit created
by private banks—aquite illegally and with-
out authority—by their use of the nation’s
eredit will, however, never be mentioned.
They will proteet themselves behind the
sercen of those millions of small subseribers
—whom [ e¢ail their financial props—trying
to keep up a toppling, obsolete, votten, in-
vidious, vicious monetary system. If there
is not some reform of that system, there
will never be any improvement in our con-
ditions. It is of little use talking about
money for universities, schools or anvthing-
else until we get the Commonwealth Gorv-
ernment to take back its eorreet prerogative
from institutions which never had any
right to it. Those institutions have issued
cheques and created money. The cheques
have taken the plaece of money and have
tulfilled commercial oblizgations to the ex-
tent of 99 per cent. within Australia, Bul
it is all illegal money. If T were to coun-
terfeit 2s., 1 would suffer imprisonment in
Fremantle gaol; they, on the other hand,
daily counterfeit hundreds of thousands of
pounds and go scot-free. There has never
been any meniion by these men of the in-
terest burden.

When introducing the Budget, our own
Treasurer made some reference to the finan-
eial position of Western Australia. He
said that we were in the very happy posi-
tion of heing able to reduce our State
national debt. I suggest to the Treasurer
that if he wants any proof of the actual
state of prosperity in Western Anstralia,.
and wants to get a trune and correct align-
ment upon how he is paying ofi the State-
national debt, he should refuse to allow the
Commonwealth Government to expend one
penny in this State. If he will de that, he
will readily see how prosperous we are.
We had ae experience in 1930. What is
happening now is that, while the State Gov-
ernment is borrowing little or nothing and
its sinking fund is growing, it can eatch up
temporarily because the Commonwealth
Government is borrowing hundreds of mil-
lions of pounds a year and spending some
of it in Western Australia, and thus making-



it possible for us to collect taxation. What
we ave actually doing is this: We are
borrowing money to pay off debts created
by previous borrowers. If a halt to bor-
rowing were called tomorrow we would have
a repetition of the 1930 state of affairs;
there would be another depression.

That is the position we are in, and it is
of little use the Treasurer misleading ihe
people into the belief that we are on the
verge of relieving the State taxpayer of his
obligations so far as the national debt is
concerned. Although we are not borrowing,
the Commonwealth Government is doing so.
The Commoniwealth Government is borrow-
ing cxtensively and spending the money,
thus making it possible for the State Trea-
sarer to show some degree of prosperity. I
now wish to make a few quotations, because
there are certain members who will never
agree that what I avgue is practicable and
feasible and—may 1 suggest—quite sane:
probably that is why it is not so well un-
derstood! There is a man named Lord
Keynes. T think he is one of the directors
of the Bank of England and plays a very
important part in advising the Imperial
Government on ils economic poliey. Broad-
casting on the 23rd March, 1943, he had
this to say—

Nowadays money does not matter and if we

have the mer, machines and money we can do
anything we choose within the limits of physi-
cal capaeity.
A paper sometimes quoted by the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe is the London
“‘Times.’” That paper on the 24th and
20th March, 1943, also had something to
sav abouf national eredit. That is what it
said—

Credits . . . issued by the banks as loans . ..
are really pational credit owing their value to
the capacity of the country to produce goods
mnd services . . . Book-keeping teehnique to
facilitate the production of goods and ser-

viees ., . plays much the same part in economic
life as a railway ticket plays in transportation.

Now I will quote Mr. J. B. Chifley whe,
dealing with postiwar reconstrucfion in
the course of a broadcast, said—

You will perhaps have noticed that nowhere
in this talk have I discussed questions of finance
in relation to our recomstruction plans, The
war has taught us that the real limits are
physical, not financial. It is manpower,
material and willingness to work, which set a
limit to what we can do.

In view of that, why get on a platform
and intimidate people and tell them that
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if they buy a 6d. savings stamp they will
save the life of a soldier? Can it be be-
lieved that such' hypoerisy could prevail!
But it docs exist, daily! Governor Eccles,
head of the Federal Reserve Bank Board
of the United States said—

The banks can ecreate and destroy money.
Bank credit is money. It is the money we
do most of our business with, not with the
currency which we usually think of as money.
The Enecyclopaedia Britannica, l4th Edi-
tion, under the heading of Banking and
Credit says—

Banks crcate eredit. It is a misiake to sup-
pose that bank eredit is created to any impor-
tant extent by the payment of money into the
hanks. A loan made by a bank is a elear addi-
tion to the amount of money in the community.
Mr. R. (i. Hawtrey, one of the most bitter
opponents of this invidious system of bank-
ing and its results, had this to say in his
hook, ‘Trade Uepression and the Way
Out’'—

When u bank lends it creates money out of
nothing.

That is true. It creates money merely by
the addition of fizures in a ledger. R. G.
Hawtrey was Assistant Under Secretary to
the British Treasury. Keynes, whom I
heve already quoted, alse had this to say—

There ean be no doubt that all deposits are

ereated by the banks.
That is true, hecause every loan they make
by putting figures in a ledger puts money
into circulation which ultimately finds it-
self reposing in a bank as a deposit. It
is little use eoming forward in this or any
other Chamber and trying to do anything
of material benefit to the welfare of the
people of Australia, or to talk about per-
manent peace until we have first taken
back from an international oligarchy the
power they have assumed to use the na-
tions’ eredit to create wars and dominate
and control desfinies the world over

MR. OWEN (Swan): In his opening re-
marks, the member for Murchison stated that
this section of the debate on the Estimates
should be reserved for a diseussion of mat-
ters of general policy and Lhat individual
items should be debated later on. I appreciate
that advice but, although I am a compara-
tively new member, I have had sufficient
expericnee to know that the Chairman of
Committees can proceed at such a speed in
matters of this kind that I am not sure of
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getting an opportunity to speak later on!
The figures show that the Premier has, on
paper at least, again balanced the Budget
and declared a small surplus.

The Premier: Do not say on paper; it is
“dinkum "

Mr. OWEXN: Some credit must be given
to him for this, but personally I do not
think it is such a great achievement. It can
be compared to the times in which we live
and with the budget of the average house-
holder. Wages are pegged so that the in-
come of each particular household is more
or less fixed, Prices are controlled by regu-
lation, and the position is also affected by
the fact that ration coupons must be sur-
rendered before one can make many pur-
chases. In addition, many commodities
whether rationed or otherwise are in short
supply. As a result there is not much op-
portunity to spend money. Therefore it is
found, at the end of the year, that mest
households, in spite of the heavy taxation,
finish up with a small credit balanee. But
this eredit balance is not a real indication
of the wealth of the householder because his
assets in the way of house, furniture, fittings
and even clothes have so deteriorated that to
repair or replace them will absorb all that
eredit balanee and probably some more
besides.

How true is that in the affairs of this
State where we find that in spite of several
surpluses the State assets in the way of rail-
ways, buildings, equipment, plant and fit-
tings have greatly deteriorated! A vast
amount of money will be needed to put them
into proper working order. Amongst those
assets I might inelude the school buildings
and equipment. They are in a shacking con-
dition praclically right through the State,
but more particularly in the rural areas and
the country towns. In many places the class-
rooms are overcrowded and the equipment is
in nrgent need of repair. I support the
sugzestion made by the member for Yil-
rarn-Coolgardic who advocated that the
Education Department should institute a
repair system by means of a mobile or tra-
relling workshop. Such a unit could be
quipped as a carpenter’s shop with, per-
1aps. some smithing facilities. The whole
mtfit could be mounted on a truck or frailer
o that it could travel about the eountry,
hus enabling the necessary repairs to be
lone on the spot. Having fixed up one school
t conld go on to the next. By this means
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not only would the equipment be kept in
better order, but the cost to the Education
Department would be much less than at
present.

I know that the Education Department has
heen advised of the condition of many schools
in my electorate. The department has re-
plied that the matter will be attended to when
the Public Works Department has a man
or men to do the work, The condition of
the railways has heen aired fo a large ex-
tent recently, and I notice that the Public
Service Commissioner in his report, part
of which was published in the paper this
morning, mentions the Government build-
ings in and around the eity. 1 heartily
agree with what he says. In case someone
points out that great minds think alike, T
would add that the matter is so patent that
all must he aware of it. It is hard to pick
out any individua) Government building in
the city that needs special attention beeause
they are all so bad. There is, however, one
in partienlar, namely, the Agrienitaral De-
partment building.

The Premier: It is by a long way the
worst !

Mr. OWEN: Rather I should say that the
building which houses the main part of the
Agricultural Departiment, becanse many
branches of the department are so seattered
around the city that it would take a day to
visit them, let alone describe the quarters
in which they are housed

The Minister for Mines: There are very
ntee views there.

Mr. OWEN: The Minister for Mines does
not work in that department. The main
building is in such a picturesque setting
with gardens on ecither side, that one ean
hardly eredit the deplorable conditions ex-
isting within its walls. Side by side in it are
the administrative offices, makeshift labora-
tories, and dirty, dusty storerooms. There
professional officers, some of world-wide re-
pute, endravour to work in an atmosphere
which almost stifles them, let alone the am-
bition which prompted them to take up that
work in the first place. Of course that build-
ing has a certain historie valae. I believe
it was onee the Assembly Chamber and as
gsucll we must respect it, but it is cortainly
not a fit and proper place to house a pro-
fessional department whose work means so
much to the development of this State. It
wounld take too long to deal with the work-
ing conditions of each individusl bhranch,




1674

but I would like to mention one or two.
The wheat branch is eooped—I could not
say housed—in what I imagine was once
the gallery. That particular position is not
comfortable at any time of the year. In the
winter it is very cold and bleak and, be-
cause the galvanised iron roof is so close
overhead and in the direct rays of the
sun, the atmosphere there in the summer-
time can only be eompared with that of a
hot-air oven.

The entomological branch is noi much
better off. It is housed in what was appar-
ently an upstairs verandah. Here can be
found three or four men cooped up without
a chance to do their work properly. Most
of the other branches are in the same condi-
tion, Downstairs we find the veterinary
branch. It is housed in what might be termed
dungeons where the smell of rabbits, guinea
pigs, dingo scalps and, later, probably emu
beaks, only adds to the general discomfort.
When a post-mortem of some animal is be-
ing carried out the stench pervades the
whole atmosphere of this branch. The fumi-
gating ehamber of the wheat branch is
downstairs, and when grain is being fumi-
gated the smell of the carbon-bisulphide
can be detected in all parts of the building.
Each and every person is suspected of need-
ing a hot bath and the generous use of g
certain brand of soap. How ¢an members
expect officers to give of their best under
such conditions? It is impossible! My
eriticism is not altogether directed at the
present Government. This state of affairs
has been going on for many years, although
it is admittedly becoming worse. I have
known the place for more than 20 years and
the conditions have generally declined right
through. Some indieation might bhe given
by the faet that in one particular room
there are pin-up photos of aciresses. T do
not know their names because they were
popular probably 30 years ago, which was
before my time. These photos have heen
pasted on the wall, which is a good indiea-
tion that no paint has been applied to those
walls for 30 years at least.

In the Agricultural Department there are,
as I have said, many professional officers of
almost world-wide fame. 1 put this for-
ward: Those officers must tend to develop
an inferiority complex when confronted with
the necessity to entertain visitors, often
noted seientists from oversea. I myself have
felt almost too ashamed to invite visitors
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to the department to see the conditions that
obtain. It is high time sometbing was done
to overcome such an unsatisfactory state of
affairs, and I was glad to hear the Minister
say that provision was being made for the
provision of a new antmal health labora-
fory. It is certainly not before its time. I
hope the mew building o house the Agri-
eultural Department as a whole will soon be
erected and that it will be equipped with
modern laboratories that will do justice to
the department, and to the highly qualified
officers working there.

The Minister for Mines: Every member of
the Government is with you there.

Mr. OWEN: I shall refer briefly to a
few other matters that specifieally affect my
electorate. One outstanding requirement is
the extension of the electricity supply. Par-
ticularly in the rural areas is there a crying
need for an ample supply of cheap power.
Many disiricts are fortunate in haviny one
available for use not only for lighting and
household purposes but in the form of power
for pumping, woodeutting and so on. Be-
cause it lies on the outskirts of the metropo-
litan area, the Swan electorate has perhaps
more electricity extensions approved than
has any other district. I must admit that
the Government has dome much for the
electorate in the past and no doubt even at
present is endeavouring to assist, but it is
handicapped. An extension of the system to
Maida Vale is most essential. That exlen-
sion was approved some years ago and the
necessary work was actually commenced.
The main low-tension wires have been in-
stalled and many houses are wired ready for
the current. TUnfortunately, a transformer
and some miles of high-tension wire are re-
quired to complete the installation.

On making inquiries, I was informed that
the delays in connection with the work were
mainly due to lack of manpower. It cer-
tainly cannot he on the score of lack of
monev becauge the settlers paid their guaran-
tee money more than four years ago. It
would be interesting to know what has hap-
pened to the money they contributed, and I
trust that the small amount of interest that
must have accumulated will be eredited to the
distriet.  Other extensions have been ap-
proved in the electorate, and it is my earnest
hope that the Government will make a start
on them immediately manpower and possibly
materials are available. Another matter that
has come to the fore most prominently
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recently and of which possibly more will be
heard in the future velates to the water
supply problem. Juat now Western Aus-
tralia is experiencing one of the driest sea-
sons on record and many rural centres are
woefully short of water. Fortunately, the
metropolitan area bas large reserves. Mem-
bers possibly appreciate the fact that the
Swan electorate has within its boundaries
the four main reservoirs supplying water for

domestic purposes—Mundaring, Canning,
Churchmman’s Brook and Vietoria. Notwith-

standing that fact, portions of the electorate
are without water supplies. Possibly the twe
districts most unsatisfactorily eircumstanced
in that regard are Maida Vale and Kala-
munda. The latter distriet is surrounded by
dams which are within six or cight miles of
the hills resort. Kalamunda is also only
eight miles from the main link—as it is
termed—between the metropolitan water
supply system and the Mundaring Weir
secheme. Notwithstanding that fact, it is
impossible fo get water through to Xala-
munda. I recognise the difficulties involved
because Kalamunda is situated on a higher
elevation than the reservoirs, and a pumping
station will be required in order to convey
water to that eentre. When I proscented
inquiries in that regard, I was sarprised to
learn how extensively the question of the
Kalamunda water supply had been investi-
gated.

Under cxisting eircumstances it seems that
the people there will have to continne snffer-
ing hardship until an extension of the Mun-
daring scheme can be earried out. The wait-
ing period imposes real hardships upon the
settlers and the residents. Last winter, many
of them bought extra taoks, while others
endeavoured to do so but found it impossible.
Others have gone to the expense of putting
down bores as a result of which some have
heen able to seenre water supplies. It is
doubtful, however, whether those supplies
will hold out throughout the summer. In
the Maida Vale distriet there are many
orchards and poultry farms. Producers
there have had to sink bores to a depth of
80 or 100 feet in order to reach water, and
that has involved considerable expense. The
provision of pumping plants has added to
that expenditure and yet possibly by the end
of the summer all will have been in vain.
1t is very disturbing to think that after these
people have gone to so much expense ali
the equipment will have to be scrapped
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when the water scheme is extended. It is
my sincere hope that the Government will
make some extra effort to supply both Kala-
munda and Maida Vale with an adequate
water supply. In my opinion, the besi
secheme to he adopted would be to join up
the main link at South Guildford with
the main passing through Maida Vale and on
to Kalamunda. If that plan were adopted,
there would be consumers along the whole
route, and the cost would be spread over
a large number of settlers and residents
with the result that the expenditure eould
possibly be met out of ordinary rates.

Reverting to the Estimates under dis-
cussion, I agree that where possible every
effort should be made to balance the Buad-
wet, but I am rather inclined to support
the remarks by the member for Mt. Mag-
net, who said that it would be better to
have a deficit of anything up to £500,000
if the State could make more progress. |
believe that would be so, particularly if
that progress would in time enable us to
achieve not merely a small surplus but a
large surplus in later years. ln conclusion,
I would remind members of the story of
the prodigal son and his worthy hrother.
It was ihe brother who by means of care-
ful living received the praise of all con-
cerned. No doubt he balanced the budget,
but it was the prodigal son who, afier his
waywardness, collected the fatted calf. I
suggest to the Premier that the fatled
calf in the form of inereased Common-
wealth grants might well he awarded to
that State which, by adopting a beld and
progressive poliey, ineurs a moderdiely
large deficit bui develops its territory in
so doing.

MRB. SHEARN (Maylands): In view of
the lateness of the hour

The Premier: It is not late. We have
been two months on this debate and want
to get along.

Mr. SHEARN: I was not sueggesting it
was time to adjourn, but T am desirous of
facilitating the desire of the Premier and
to give other members an opportunity to
speak after having listened to the member
for Murchison solving the financial prob-
lem. I wish to bring before the notice of
the Government two matters of extreme
and immediate urgency. The first was re.
ferred to by you, Mr. Deputy Chairman. a
few evenings ago. During recent days
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quite a considerable number of people
in my electorate have approached me about
the shortage of ice, and several iee vendors
bave told me that their supplies are no
longer available. Some people might con-
sider that this is not a matter of moment,
but it is a vital matter to a great mass of
people living in  your electorate, Sir,
and mine. In view of the weather we ave
having at present and may continue to
have in the next few months, the matter is
one that the Premier should tackle seri-
ously. I suggest that it is his responsi-
bility to ascertrin what can be done to
meet the difficult conditions at present
existing.

This trouble has been gradually devel-
oping over the years, but the present situ.
ation is such that I consider it the duty of
the Government to take action. I am not
speaking without having made full and
definite inquiries. I find the position to-
day is that the ice supplies in the metro-
politan avea are from 25 to 30 per cent.
less than in 1939, and of eourse all mem-
hers are aware that as a result of war
conditions, there has heen a great influx
of people from country districts to the
metropolitan area. In consequence of this,
the diffieulty has bheeome accentuated, until
now the capacity of the existing plants is
totally inadequate to meet the needs of the
market. There are three or fowr fairly
large plants that have been closed down
for some reason unknown to me. What is
to he done about that? The suggestion has
been made that people ought to purchase
vefrigerators, Dbut you, Mr. Chairman,
pointed out that the price of a refrigerator
is quite beyond the finaneial resources of
the average householder, and even if he
could 6nd the money, T know from ex-
perience I have had on hehalf of other
people that it is problematieal whether he
could seeure the delivery of one.

The Premier: Tt is practically a certainty
that he could not.

Mr, SHEARN: T understand that a quota
svstem has been applied throughout Aus-
fralia. As a result of representations made
to Senator Keane, T gather that he recog-
nised that States such as Western Australia
and Queensland, where climatic conditions
differ materially from those of the other
States, ought to reccive some additional
priority in the matter of the supply of re-
frigerators. This, however. would not meet
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the sitvation as it affects ordinary working
people. 1 feel concerned about the present
position and the outlook. This is a matter
that we cannot afford to think about for 12
months; it eslls for immediate action. The
Premier should explore the possibility or
procticability of making contact with the
manufacturers of iec. T understand that
there is one in the Premier’s district, one in
the Bunhury distriet, one at Albany, and
others clsewhere, and I want to know
whether it would be practicable to make an
arrangement under which the supplies of
ice available in the metropolitan area could
be awgmented by supplies transported from
thoze country distriets. If this could be
done, it wounld alleviate the position that
exists today. [ understand that something
along those lines was done in the past.

The Premier, too, ought to econsider the
practicability of establishing an additional
freezer in Perth. Despite what private en-
terprise is doing, there is room for the Gov-
ernment to establish freezing works in
Perth. The eapacity required is about 50
tons per day. Alternatively, the Govern-
ment should give private enterprise an op-
portunity of securing material and labour
in order that the present storage eapacity
of ice works might be augmented. This is
an important matter that affects the health
of the community, and I hope the Premier
will be prepared to do something about it
speedily.

The Premier: As we did to meet the five-
wood shortage.

Mr. SHEARN: The Government did an
cxeellent job in that direction. In eom-
plaining of the present diffienlties in re-
gard to the shortage of ice supplies, it is
only fair that ene should suggest methods
to overcome them. T have proposed that
arrangements should be made to bring ice
from the distriets I have epumerated. IF
this eould be done, the situation would ba
relieved. There is quite a number of ice-
making plants. 1 know of one almost on
the border of my distriet that has been do-
ing an excellent job, but in consequence of
a hreakdown in the plant, it ecan no lonzer
supply its former clientele. One manufae-
turer who has ceased operations jn the last
dav or two informed me that he had re-
quested another vendor to take over 175
enstomers, and that he could not do it.
Thus a great part of my distriet—and [
imagine this is commeon to all metropolitan
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districts—will probably be without supplies
of ice. I feel sure that both the Premier
and the Minister for Health must be seized
of the seriousness of the position. I
hope the Minister will give the wmatter
thought and, if he cannot devise a hetter
scheme, will explore right away the possi-
bility of calling up available resources from
the country where, as a result of the exodus
from those districts, the demand has fallen
off, and thus relieve the sifuation in the
metropolitan areas.

Another matter of almost equal import-
anee is the gradually increasing acuteness of
the housing situation. Of course I shall
be reminded that there is a war on, but I
am not at all salisfied that we are making any
real cffort to meet a situation which day by
day is becoming worse for the community.
I made some inquiries and found—I do not
know the reason for it, though it may be
known to the Premier—that there is greater
Drogress in relation to rebuilding in the
other States than in Western Australia de-
spite the availability of raw materials here.
1 trust the Premier will take note of this,
and see that some consideration is given to
temporavy provision, at any rate, for the
people of this ecommunity. From personal
experience 1 know that the housing position
today is such that when the next winter ar-
rives, unless conditions improve materially
in the meantime, results will acerue that
one does not care to speeulate about. There
are other matters I might disenss, but those
two I feel are of such immediate import-
ance that I have taken the liberty of intro-
ducing them on these Estimates in the hope
that the Premier will cause something to
be done.

MR, HOLMAN (Forrest): At the outset
of my remarks I would ask permission to
pay not only my own personal tribute, but
also the tribute of the people I represent in
the Forrest clectorate, to the memory of the
late Mr. Gerald Foley, who, in addition to
heing chairman of the Broadeasting Com-
mission, was secrefary of the Timber
Workers’ Union in this State. The labours
of Mr. Folev on behalf of the timber
workers of Western Australia, who form a
large proportion of the Forrest electorate,
are incalenlable in their beneficial results.
His loss is indeed a sad one, especially to
that section of the community, as well as a
misfortune to the State as a whole. In ad-
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dition, Mr. Foley’s Joss will be felt through-
out the Commonwealth of Australia, In
speaking to the Estimates s question arises
which I desire to bring before the Commit-
tee, a question which has been debated at
some length in the eolumns of our daily
and weckly Press, It is a controversy on
the existence of tuberculosis in our dairy
herds. T am not at all satisfied as to the
manner in which this problem is being met.
In point of faet, it is ecausing doubt in the
minds of the mothers of the community, and
moreover, hecanse of that doubt, is capable
of causing great harm to the dairy indus-
tr.\-.

The reason I bring the question forward
is that ibe dairying industry, like the timber
industry, is very closely connected with the
Forrest electorate. It is only of recent years,
by virtue of the assistanec given to the
dairying industry by the Government of
Western Australia and also by the Labour
Government of the Commonwesalth, that the
industry is now geiting on its feet. As
dairy farmers themselves express it, “At
last we are in recvipt of a living wage'
But the diseussion proceeding in the Press
can do the industry an immense amount of
barm. On the 29th Qctober a weekly paper
published an article that econtained some
very sweeping statements as to existence of
T.B. in the cows providing the metropoli-
tan area with milk. The statement contains
a reference to the cows in the metropolitan
area. When that reference speaks of the
milk being served in the metropolitan area,
it casts a reflection on the herds of country
producers in the South-West and other
dairying districts of the State. I believe
that ahout two-thirds of the milk supplied
to the metropolitan area comes from the
South-West. The statements made in “The
Sunday Times” were of a definite character,
and the person who furnished that copy
to the paper had evidently gone into the
suhject fairly fully. He eriticised the
various (Government departments which
had the means of testing for such germs
in milk supplies. He also eriticised the
number of itinerant veterinary surgeons at
the disposal of the Government.

Mr. Doney called attenfion to the state
of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
Mr. HOLMAN: I thank the member for

Williams-Narrogin for his aetion, because
I believe that members who have now re-
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turned f{o the Chamber will remain to lis-
ten to a somewhat interesting debate. As
I was stating in regard to information sup-
plied to the ‘*Sunday Times’’ as to alleged
T.B. in cows supplying the metropolitan
area with milk, the writer has drawn at-
tention to the faet that our own kiddies
are partaking of this milk, whereas the
authorities in command of the Allied
Yorees in Western Australia have insisted
on any milk supplied to their men coming
from herds free from tuberculosis. Fur-
ther, they insist on that milk being pas-
teurised. The following week a health in-
spector also contributed to the paper what
the ‘‘Sunday Thnes’’ termed ‘‘alarming
diselosures.”” The article stated that the
powers-that-be admitted that no particunlar
inspeetion had been made in order to as-
certain the incidenee of T.B. in the herds
that supply the metropolitan area with
milk. Both those articles omit to givy
the name or official status of the writers,
so that any clear-thinking person mnust
feel inclined to diseount to a certain ex-
tent some of the statements made by them.
On the other hand, one capnnot disregard
statements made during the week by re-
sponsible officials.

There is & statement in ‘‘The West Ans.
tralian’’ by Mr. Baren Hay to the effect
that he was unable to comment on the
quality of the milk supplied to the metre-
politan area. He said that it was a mat-
ter which concerned other authorities, but
that it was a recognised fact that tuber-
culosis in dairy cows was transmissible to
man. The extent to whieh milk is respon-
sible for the infection of children im this
State, he said, was not known. Se we have
a responsible official admitting that the
degree of infection in children is not
known., We also have a statement by Dr.
Henzell, the Medical Superintendent of the
Wooroloo Sanatorium. He said it was
understood that there was a considerable
amount of tuberculosis in ecattle in the
metropolitan area, and that the risk to the
consnmers lay in the occurrence of tubercle
bacilli in the milk. We also have a state-
ment by Dr. Park, the Commissioner of
Public Health. He said that the sugges-
tion by a veterinary surgeon that there is
in the dairy cattle of this State a large
proportion of reactors seems to be an over-
statement. In the course of his remarks
to the Press, be admitted that his opinion
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was a guess, inasmuch as no effort scemed
to have been made to determine the situ-
ation throughout the State. He went on
to say, ‘‘It is largely a matter of com-
pensation.”” I take it he meant by this
that compensation would have to he paid
to the dairy farmers whose herds contained
a percentage of reactors that would have
to be slaughtered.

The fact that snch compensation might
have to be paid is therefore evidently the
reason why there is not to be a complete
examination of the herds for tuberculosis.
The chairman of the Metropolitan Milk
Board, Mr. Stannard, also replied to the
alleged disclosures made by the ‘*Sunday
Times.”’ T believe Mr. Stannard when he
said  that the correspondent east a
most unwarranted reflection on a great
number of milk producers. That is why I
prefaced my remarks by the statement that
immense harm eould be done, and possibly
had been done, to our milk producers. He
also said that a scheme for stopping the
sapply of the milk frem T.B, cows to the
Allied Forces had been in operation for
some time, In America, all herds are tested
for T.B. reactors; according to one state-
ment, no fewer than 4,000,000 ecattle had
been destvoyed in Ameriea because they were
found to be resetors to the tuberculosis
test. Mr. Stannard also said that the board
has endeavoured to bring about compulsory
pasteurisation of milk, bat that the present
time is inopportune for its introduetion.

1 ask the Government to take this matter
in hand. After all, the Government should
be the proteciors of all sections of the eom-
munity. If one section is attacked by anony-
mous letter writers, the Government should
stand four square and make an official state-
ment on the position, If an examination of
the facts disclosed that it was necessary to
take drastie aetion, sueh action should im-
mediately be taken by the Government,
especially where the health of the community
was involved, or where the livelihood of the
producers was threatened. If it is found
that cattle supplying the milk for the eom-
munity are suffering from T.B., then the
necessary finance should be provided to deal
with such an unhealthy situation. I sin-
cerely hope that the Government will not
delay in toking action, beeause the matter
is not only serious for the producers; there
is the psychological effect on the community
that must be considered. Many people have
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approached me and asked the simple ques-
tion whether they should continue to buy
milk for their children. That the Govern-
ment should take immediate and necessary
action is my desire. There are one or fwo
other items which I want to discuss.

In regard to the Edueation Department, 1
shall again quote from letters that have
appeared in the Press. I am not the only
member who has taken notice of this par-
ticular controversy. The member for Pin-
gelly has done so. He has replied to certain
allegations that have appeared in the Press.
I refer to letters that were printed under
the heading of “Education Needs,” which
dealt mainly with parents and citizens'
associations. The idea originally was that
these associations, whieh have been doing
sueh marvellous work in their own centres,
should again hold an annual conference at
which matters concerning the education of
children—and particularly of conntry child-
ren—could be discussed. The contribution
of Miss Hooton, president of the W.A.
Parents and Citizens’ Federation, was very
sensible. Her eriticism was construetive, and
[ ecompliment her on her letter and on the
work she has done for the association and
the well-being of children in the past. I am
afraid I cannot say the same for the corres-
pondent signing himself R. W. Phillips, pre-
sident of the assoeiation at Tambellup. His
audacity is something beyond my compre-
hension. His flamboyant statements in the
Press warrant his being taken to task. In
his remarks he stated—

QOur loeal association of this small town dis-
covered ten years ago that any approach to
State members or Government departments for
building additions ot equipment for the
poverty-stricken country schools was a f‘mere
whisper in the wilderness.’’

Further down he said—

It would appear that the personnel of our
State Parliament lack the vision and initia-
tive to give country educational facilities a
strong priority.

That gentleman is “talking through his hat.”
If a man with that type of mentality is
president of the association at Tambellup,
all ¥ can say is that I am sorry for the asso-
ctation; and I think I can speak not only
on my own behalf but also on behalf of
other members of this Chamber. His re-
marks are a reflection on our present Min-
ister for Education who, incidentally, has
assisted me on every occasion on which I
have approached him on hehalf of the
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parents, citizens and school children in my
electorate. I freely admit that primary edu-
cation and the facilities for it have been
sadly neglected in past years. I also admit
that, because of the erisis we are passing
through, we shall have to waii until such
remedies as we would like to see put into
operation can be effected, I would like to
see another form of edueation to prevent
such foolish statements being made by
irresponsible persons concerning members of
Parliament in this State.

I compliment the department and the East
Claremont schoo! on enabling pupils taking
the country correspondence course to come
to the city. It is only a few weeks since
those children were hrought to Perth, and
that visit was rendered of greater value
by the parents of the children at the
East Clavemont school. The edueation de-
rived from that trip was of great value to
the ehildren coneerned., With the Minister
for Edueation, T had an opportunity to
vigit the children, and I am quite convineed
that much good will result from their ex-
pericnec. It will broaden their outlook and
give them some idea of education standards
in the city. I suggest to the department
that it should arrange some trips to the
country for metropolitan children in order
that they might see the dizabilities from
which eountry children suffer. That is quite
a different story. It is only necessary to go
through my own electorate—through the
mill towns—to see some of the hardships
that children endure. Some have to travel
miles to the smaller sehools, and teachers
are required to teach ehildren from the low-
est standard up to the scventh elass at the
one time. Much good wounld c¢ome out of
visits of city children to the country. It
would hroaden their vision and would react
on their outlook in later life. At Brunswick
Junetion at present there is a move afoot to
establish a youth centre similar to centres
being planned in other parts of the State.
In this connection, I would like to pay a
tribute to the Town Planning Commis-
sioner, Mr. Davidson, for the assistance he
has given to projects of this kind.

1 desire now to refer to a matter that has
been mentioned by other members. I speak
of the Seleet Committee appointed to in-
quire into the question of vermin eradica-
tion, My attention has been drawn to the
condition of cattle trucks that transport
stoek to various parts of the State. I have
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been informed—and believe—that those
trucks sre not receiving the attention they
should. During a certain debate in this
Chamber we heard of the incidence of mam-
mitis, mastitis and contagious abortion
amongst cattle in the South-West. I am in-
formed that trucks used for the transport of
eattle from the Seuth-West to the Midland
slaughter-yards are also umsed fo take back
to farms in the South-West prize cattle or
high-grade stoeck used for breeding pur-
poses. These cattle trucks are evidently not
cleaned out bhefore the high-grade cattle are
placed in them. We can see the danger that
must arise. It is conceivable and highly
probable that many of the eaitle taken to
the slaughter-yards could he infected with
these diseases. It is also highly probable
that when the choice cattle are trans-shipped
to the farms and travel in these unecleansed
vans they could bhecome infeeted with these
discases. That is an archaic state of af-
fairs! I believe that before the war in
Germany and other European eountries the
vans were immediately disinfected after
cattle had heen taken from them. That
should be the position in this State. It is
of no use {o appoint a Select Committee to
go into these matters if we do not take the
necessary precauntions. The old saying,
“Prevention is better than ecure,” stands
out in this particular instance. I hope this
matter will be looked into.

Carrying on with the Railway Depart-
ment, T received esrlier in the session eer-
tain replies from the Minister for Railways
fo my oguestions relating to the housing of
railway employees. He acknowledged that
there was a serious shortage of housing ac-
commodation for the staff and that as a re-
sult employees had to refuse transfers and
promotions. He also assured me that the
department had a programme for building
100 houses as a post-war measure. In the
meantime the employees are suffering.
When the Minister starts on this bnilding
programme 1 am going to ask him to change
the whole of the present idea of railway
housing. I have been in some of the houses
and ¥ do not blame the railwaymen for
their criticism. It has been put to me that
bhecanse the Commissioner of Railways
builds these houscs in the railway yards he
gets away with almost anything. In the town
of Harvey, in the distriet represented by
the member for Murray-Wellington, there

[ASSEMBLY.)

is the spectacle of two railway houses in
the railway yard and their lavatories are
right on the road and directly opposite the
Harvey hospital! Not only that but, when
passing through that town the other day, I
noticed that one did not even have the trap
on. The pans were in full view of the pub-
lic and provided a wonderful convenience
for the flies of the Harvey district. It is
only recently that we read in the Press
of the spread of enteritis in the goldfields
areas. We are told that it is beeause of the
abnormal number of flies now in those dis-
triets. But how much worse is it to have
lavatories to provide the means for flies to
spread this disease opposite a hospital!
T do not blame the Minister for Health for
the position; ¥ blame the railway authori-
ties.

The Minister for Mines: If they are
right alengside one of my hospitals I will
have to shift the hospital,

Mr, HOLMAN: I hope that some better
plan will be provided when new houscs are
built for the railway employees. I could
mention a number of other cases in con-
nection with the railways, but having re-
gard to the lateness of the hour I shall wait
until that partieular item is being dealt
with on the Estimates. Another question
I wish to raise has to do with the timber
workers of this State. We have heard a
lot about the new order and the posi-war
period, and what is going to happen when
this wonderful era dawns. [ hope and
trust that, as distinet from my memory of
the previous treatment of timber workers
—and I can safely say during my father’s
life, too—this time they will pget some
benefit from the promised new era. It ap-
pears to me that they have never had their
fair share in any of the prosperity that
this State has enjoyed. Probably they
have had it by way of inereased wages,
but let ns not forget that increased wages
are granted mainly because of Increases in
the cost of living. I therefore do not term
such an inerease a suwitable reward, T
helieve that there should be some means
of providing more comfortable eonditions
for these people because they have to live
in the bush areas.

I was struck this afternocon by the re-
marks of the member for East Perth when
he was speaking about botels. He said that
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reforms should be put into operation so
thai a more equitable distribution eould he
made to the workers in order that they
could bave a drink when they felt the
need of it. But little has been heard of
the need of the timber worker when he
desires a drink. Some of these mills are
between 20 and 30 miles from the nearest
hotrl.  Ineidentally, some of f%he bush
camps ave between 40 and 50 miles away.
What chance have those workers of en-
joying the privilege of a drink? Who is
more worthy, after the hard work that they
perform in handling the jarrah and karri
trees of the South-West, of consideration
than these workers, espeecially the fallera?
7 ean name one place in particular, Hakea,
the No. 4 State mill, which is hetween 20
and 30 miles from the State hotel at Dwel-
lingup. Those workers have no opportun-
itv to come in after work and have a
drink. They have much less opportunity
now of being provided with bottled heer or
hottled ligmor of any sort because of the
shortage of bottled liquor and hecause, in
the majority of cases, especially in the city
and larger country eentres, it is being sold
over the eounter at exorbitant prieces.

Those workers are justly entitled to a
fair shave in the distribution of comforts
and amenities such as are enjoyed by work-
ers in the metropolitan area and elsewhere
in the State. 1 hope the authorities will
see fit, if they are not prepared fo provide
them with an hotel, at least to allow them
to have a gallon license. As it s,
all they are able to get very often
is cheap wine, concerning the drinking of
which there hes been considerable eriti-
cism. Another disability suffered by the
timber workers is that beeause of the ren-
tals paid they are deprived of the right
to exercise the franchise for the Legisla.
tive Council. In the course of previous
debates T have heard it said that only pro-
perty owners, or in other words, those
with their feet firmly planted in the soil
shonld have that privileze. What section
of the community could be regarded as
having their feet more firmly implanted
in the soil than those who are engaged in
chopping down the giant jarrah? The
heavy work that is evidently their heritage
makes the claim in that respect only too
obvious. Those men are penalised in many
ways. They and their families eannot en-
joy the many social amenities that are
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available to eity dwellers and, as affording
them some relief in that respeet, I nrge
that—having regard to the war situation—
timber workers be granted additional petrol
supplies to enable them to take their families
to the larger centres where they may enjoy
some of the amenities of life.

L hope that these men will, under the
new order of which we have heard so
much, he able to participate in any housing
scheme that may be launched. I have not
gathered muech cncouragement from what
I have read or heard in this respect. 1
also hope that they will be able to secure
vefrigerators and other domestic comforts
that at present are entirely lacking. The
timber workers certainly come within the
entegory of those referred to by the mem-
Ler for Murchison as producing the real
wealth of the country. From statements
made from time fo fime, it is clear that
the timber workers will be called upon to
play a prominent part in giving effect to
post-war reconstruction and rehabilitation
plans. The Civil Defence and Food Com-
missioner from Ceylon, Sir Oliver Goone-
tilleke, in the course of a published state-
ment said—

There will he a eonsiderable demand for
Woestern Australinn timber in Ceylon after the
war, particularly for railway sleepers for re-
laying our railway tracks.

In addition to that, it is easy to wvisualise
the cnormous quantity of timber that will
be necessary to carry out the posi-war ac-
tivities that are contemplated, particularly
in connection with the post-war housing
scheme and the standardisation of Aus-
tralian railway gauges. Strange to relate,
we are now heing told that when the war is
over it will be necessary to import timber
in conneetion with the housing scheme.
That statement was actually made in Can-
berra recently. As regards any scheme that
may be arranged for the seitlement of sol-
diers or for closer settlement generally, I
would remind the Government that when
such schemes were in operation in years
gone by we had the spectacle of huge quan-
tities of timber being ringbarked or cut
down, in connection with which the economie
waste was terrific. Further than that, the
loss to the State from a finaneial point of
view was almost beyond computation. T
suggest to the Government thet in any such
scheme as may be launched this time, the
possibilities regarding the utilisation nf
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timber that will have to be cleared on areas
chosen for settlement, should he fully in-
vestigated. If possible spot mills should be
provided so as to make full use of the
timber that will be available and thus help
to do away with the necessity for importa-
tions.

After the conclusion of the 1914-18 war,
much to the disgust of many returned sol-
dier settlers who obtained war serviee
homes, considerabic quantities of timber
were imported from the islands to the north
of Australin for the building of these
homes, Mnuch of that timber had been at-
tacked by boters and in & very short space
of time it was rendered almost completely
useless hecause of the continued activities
of these insects. With the use of the bull-
dozers the pulling of timber and elearing
will be accelerated. In that respeet I hope
the Government will take every possible step
to ensure that plant, including bulldozers
and other types of machinery now used by
the Military Forces, will not fall into the
hands of private enterprise for the exploita-
tion of the people, but that the Government
itself will secure eontrol over that plant
for the benefit of the people as a2 whole. I
must confess that I appear to be somewhat
unfortunate in that so often I am a late-
comer in debates of this deseription. On
this accasion I shall not delay the Committee
any longer although T have much more that
I counld deal with. I shall reserve my re-
marks and eriticisms until in due eourse we
deal with the items coneerned.

[Mr. Fox took the Chair.]

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall): I do not
propose to delay members long iat this
late hour. Mention has been made that
these aceounts take a considerable amount
of understanding, and I confess that al-
though I have a not inconsidersble know-
ledge of accountancy, I have experienceil
some diffieulty. I wish to raise a point at
this stage becanse I hope the Premier will
be eble to disabuse my mind of what
might be 2 misunderstanding in connection
with the amount of money we are receiv-
ing from the Commonwealth under the um-
form tax scheme. Prohably the Premier
will be able to reply on some appropriate
item under the Treasury vote. It will be
obsdrved that the amount received Jlast
vear was £2,546,000. Included in that is
an amount of £275,750 representing the
hospital fund tax.

[ASSEMBLY]

The Minister for Mines:
into the hospital trust fund.

Mr. LESLIE: Where was this amount
shown in previous years before uniform
taxation came into operation?

That is paid

The Minister for Mines: It was not
shown at all
Mr. LESLIE: In 193940 we received

from income tax, financial emergency tax,
and dividend dnty a sum of £2,273,766 and
there was also another £270,000 from hos-
pital tax which brought the total amount
of taxation in that year to £2,543,766. In-
cidentally, in 1940-41 the total including
hospital tax was £2,641,168, and in 1941.42
the total was £2,333,867, not including the
hospital tax of £292,700. I have heard it
suggested that we are well off under the
uniform tax scheme, but it seems to me as
if we are down to the extent of well over
£100,000. This ealls for some explanation.
Not ouly are we down to that extent, but
I submit that, by virtue of the buoyaney
of employment and the additioral earnings
that workers are receiving at present, our
receipts should be actually greater than
that amount. I raise this point in the
hope that the Premier will explain how
we appear to be well over ££100,000 worse
off under the Commonwealth uniform tax
scheme than we were previously, even in
1939-40 when the measure of employment
in this State was not as great as it is to-
day. I have an item in mind on which I
propose to raise the point again in the
hope of getting a reply from the Premier.
I have also quite a number of other ques-
tions but these will be best brought up
when specific Votes come hefore the Cham-
ber for consideration.

Volte put and passed.
This coneluded the general debate.

Votes and items diseussed as follows:—

Votes—Legislative  Assembly, £3460;
Joint House Committee, £4,895; Joint
Printing Committee, £6,110; Joint Library
Committee, £265; Premier's Office, £9,918;
Treasury, £30,930; Governor's Establish-
ment, £2,488; Ezecutive Council, £5; London
Agency, £9,785; Public Service Commis-
gioner, £1,726; Government Motor Car Ser-
wvice, £1,994; Audit, £18,250; Compassionate
Allowances, ete, £2,984; Government
Stores, £19,610—agreed to.

Progress reported.
House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.



